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co11iDJil1I6L,. 
J.T A MJt:iTING OF THE BOARD HELD Oll lat SEPl'W"BEli 1937 IT ll.&S UBJ.BDIOUSLT 
AGREED THAT fB&l FOLLO\YllG SCHEVE BE .l DIBECTION TO THE DIBECTORS BEGC'r.1.A.TllQ 
TITH THE llDIISTER FOR FINANCE. 

l. Y• warmly wtlooae the Kiniater•e auggeetioa &• toreeha4owing a large 
and more oonTenient hoae for the Abbe7 Theatre, without interference rlth 
ite tradition or indepen.d•n••• The oonoentration of theatrical aotivit7 
in one block or in a4Joining etru.oturea would give• all opportunit7 llfor 
erecting an iapoaing building and Jlight T•rJ slightl7 iaprove door receipta; 
but 11nleas acooapanied b7 a ache•• of oeutral control whioh would. enable 
scenery, coatumea and other reaouroes to be pooled, facilitate exchange 
of aotore and program•••• and elisinate all element of ooapetition, it 
woul4 not improve appreciabl7 the conditiona of dramatic work ill Dublia, 
and in the opinion of the Abbe7 !heatre director• would not be a4viaable. 

2. In Tiew of national policy in relation to the Irish l•nguage, one 
ot the funotioae of the Abbe7 Theatre as a national theatre ahould be 
the produetion of pl&1'• in Irish, subject to the theatre• tinancial 
reaouroea per11itting tile work to be done in a aatiataoto17 •a•ner. 

3. The p\lrchaee of Wh7te•e premise• give• the &bbe7 !heatre a site 
whioh allows of a ache•• of reconetru.ction proTidin.g tor a second allClitori ... 
ot studio ei•• in whioh pl&7• in Irish might be performed. • • 
4• The best chance of having dramatic work o~ good qualit7 done ta 
Irish would be io entrust it to the £bbe7 fheatre w1 th a apeci&l aubeiq 
tor not leas th•• ten 7ea.ra. If thi• were doae Abbe7 Theatre aoene17, 
ooatumee and teohaioal ataff oould be eaployed in connection with the 
Gaelic etage, saving 11Uch expense and ensuriag a high standard of produotioa. 
Saving could be effected by eliminating overlapping in connection with 
advertisement, offio• ataff, advance booking, etc. KoreoTer, a larger 
and more experienced compaJl1' of aotore wc11ld be made available for Gaelio 
i>la.7a, as aoae o~ the regular J.bbe7 Compan:r are Irieh epeakera, and the 
Pl&7ere specialising in Gaelic work would have the adTentag• of frequelli 
work in the Abbe7 beside aotore whose artistio etandarcle are a• high a• 
are to be fo11nd. an,...here in the world. !he Directors of the J.b'be7 neatre 
would aake theaselTea reeponaible for the selection and provieioa of pla7• 
ot a standard not leas high than that of its owa theatre. 

5. HoweTer, in the event of the Minister being unwilling to aake perfor11awoe 
in Irish simpl7 part of the ordinaey' work: of the .lbbe7, it aight be arr•n1•• 
that the ~bbe7 board could lend it• aervioea on agreed teraa, and eatabliah 
a special Gaelic sub-committee on which there might be two or three 
outaiders and to which would be delegated all direct reaponaibilit7 for 
Gaelic productions. 

6. .l aecond alternative aould be that the Government a• a concli tion of 
&1\7 additional grani for pl.,-s in Irish should insist, as hae alread7 beea 
done in Galway on the formation of a pezmanent and zeaponaible board. It 
it were arranged that half the members of this board. whould be dr&YD froa 
ihe Board of the J.bbe7, co-ordination might be arrangeds though not, n 
atrongl• ~eel, ae well as under our e\l.ggeeted acheme. 

• 
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7. !he aite now aTailable would not permit of t he erect i on of three aa4itoriuaa. Th• Board of the Abbey would be reluctant t o consider reaoTal to a new aite. To find and aoqui•e one as well si t uated as 'h• present aight take a good deal of time and if delay t ook plaoe the Abbe7 would be compelled by the Corporation to epend on exist ing 'building• a a11• of approximately £3, 500 whioh would be lost if r emoval atte12wa12da took place. If the llinister continues to adhere to the view that there ahouW be three audi toritima, the practicable course is for the GoTernaent to purchaae the premises lying between the present Abbey !heatre and the river front. Thie would provide a superb aite, and b7 arching oTer the existing lanew and building across the fUll extent of the aite a theatre adequate to any scheme of expansion and improvement woul.4 be secured. 

a. A combined National Theatre scheme should envieaga three auditoriuma of differing aisea1 The National Theatre proper, seating from 800 to l,0001 a theatre similar in siae to the existing Abbey Theatre, and a etudio theatre seating 250 to acoomodate the proposed Gaeli• theatre and •tudent organiaatione. Thie scheme would a llow for an interchange of progxa••••J the Rational Theatre proper ta.king the more popular bill, whether Irish, Gaelic or European, always providing that a play by an Irish d1a•atiat ahould be on view in one or other of the larger theatres. i.e. a ooae47 by George Shiels would naturally be produ ced in the National Theatre, a poetic or literary play in the smaller. 

9. If the GoTerri•ent should decide to acquire t he premis es on the quay and proceed with the above scheme the Abbey Board wou l d cont r i bute the aite of their present theatre, valued a t approximately £15 , 000. on condition that control of the whole premises should be vested in the Abbey Board wiih a 1pecific agreement with the Government as t o their use . The Directorate of the Abbey !heatre could not s ee their way to fac ilitate the opening of another theatre immediat ely ad j acent to their theatre without a controlling interest in itJ as the National Theatre Societ y is limited by ih• te1aa of its constitution to t h e production of certain pla7s onl7, and no •atiefaoto17 res t r i ction could be devised whioh would prevent another theatre from producing plays of a strictly commercial t ypeJ thereb7 endangering the whole future of the Irish theatref or from competi~ with the Abbe7 Thea tre in regard t o its personnel and staff. The Abbey Theatre would prefer not to join in the proposed scheme of reoonatruotion rather than consider a proposal which would imperil it• :tuture; but if the aoveri••ent would consider handing control over to the bbey Theatre Board, the Board would be prepared t o undertake the production of European plays , employing a second producer and eoenio designer, say Hilton Edwards and Kicbael llacLiammoir, if thes e would consent. 
10. If the echeme t or a National Theatre as set out aboTe is not considered feasible, we sugges t that the neg alternative is the er ation of no independent theatree , one f o r non-irish work. and the bbey Theatre with two audi tori1>me, t or ga.e lic and Iri ah plays. 
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F. ~. May Esq., us. Bae., 

38, Marlborough Road, 

Donnybrook. 

Dear Mr. May, 

29th September 1937. 

The Directors have had unde1· oonsideratio11 several complaints 

regarding your inattention to duty and interference with the business of 

the Theatre. One of the moat serious of these charges is that you had 

i11 contemplation the bringing of the Abbey Theatre Company to Cat"lllough 

without the knowledge of the Directors. 

The Board instructs me to ask you for a full explanation of 

your conduot and pending consideration of your reply, to infotill you that 

as from llonday, 4th October, 1937, you are suspended from duty. 

I am to add that any further interference with the business 

of the Theatre pending this enquiry will be visited with instant dismissal. 

Yours faithfully, 

The National TheatrexSooty. Ltd. 

Secretary. 

0 (It « 0 ,L t;, 
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• L.T. FRED HIGGilIB , 

EDISON HOTEL 

• 

YORK. 

BOARD KEl .. tlLY DlTERE :TF,,D IN SHUBEltT PROPOSITIO JILL EXP uOHE 

POSSIBILITIES o~, RAISING CAPITAL TE1J TO T Elfl'Y THOUSAllD POUims I 

DUBLIN STOP STUDIO filS~ DE Dl DUBLIN STOP EQUIPMENT AllD TEClillICAL 

COllTROL BY AGlUc~EitF~fT ,ITH SHUBERT STOP QUEltY CAN SHU:BERT SECURE 

.AD. IS~IO OF lt,I TO '111EltICA STO' 0 TIO ~ SF.Et TO L011G IT HOLJE YOU 

lTP FOlt PEl .. I on OF TOUR AND VITAL THAT tlATTER B:g DEAL~, ITH BY YOU 

PERSONALLY STO GRAlfi' OPTIO IF RE lJIRED BUT li}'GO IATE AL'l'ERl ATIVFS 

COlfSlTLTillG DIGGES A1iD OTIIERS A 11ECF.1SSARY. 

0 1 CONNOR. 
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Gentlemen, 

... 

~ 'U"T!'-~ ~ ~ ~ 

vi4 !} ~~ ~ ..... 4-· 

• 

Abbey Theatre, 
Dublin. 

17th llov. 1937 

l 

As we explained to lv'ir . O' Connor on J"onday evening, we 
addressed a letter to ~r . Hunt , there be ing no opportunity or 
communicatin with the Directors in the time at our dienossl. 
l r . O' Connor has that letter in hie possession. -

.• e asked r. Hunt if we could be relieved of our narts in -the nev1 play by 1.r . Sean 0 Faola1n, ~1v1ng reasons. And we 
asked him if he could postpone rehearsals of the play until we 
haa an opportun1ty of commun1cat1o our views to the Directors. 



Would the irect rs think us unr Asonable if we 
t hat ulaye1s should onl be brou~ht into the theatre 
follo~1n~ exce t1onal o1rcumst noes : 

1 ''St I I 

s L>~fles ted 
under the 

• s ~ith a box- office v lue . 
2 . Spec i alised oeople with oarticular qual1f1cat1ons r 

soecial arts . or 
3 . Irish people who a1 .. e intended to be trained to \'York in 

the the tre . 
4 . A c-rson to play part for Which no one in the theatrE 

i s suit b l e . 

At a readinR of tl1e part in question iven by an Irish 
professi nal actress, both the producer ar1d a director present 
a~reed that this oers n was ea able of ulayi n~ the part , and 
should lay it . 

r . O ' Connor told us that the Directors were in agree
ment ~ ith our point of vie~, but under threat of withdrawal 
of the ulay had een arced to concede the c stinR of a lady 
outside the corn any in this part . e have bee n ~iven to 
understand that l1r . 0 Faolain, the author , in a v;ritten 
sta~ement , declared that in deference to the thePtre he would 
1 

2 

leave the c sting to the prope r officials . It will be 
gathered that l~ . O Faolain has since reconsidered his 
attitude, bu~ it is a uo1nt ~hich we would like the 
Direc~ors to bear in mind ~hen reviewin~ our position . 

11e r egret that any situation should a1"ise whereby 
amicable relations between the card 8nd the players 
should be disturbed. e a.re desiro1ls that those relations 
so necess ry to the pro~rees of tbe theatre, should be 
maint ined . 

r O 1 Conr1or intimat d to us that the Directors were 
unde1 .. the imuression that we have bee n consider·in~ whet he 
calls ·s~rike action for the past fortn1~ht. The 
Directors were misinformed . we had not discus ~ed the 
aueation of ~he cast of this Jlay at all until Saturday 
last ovember 13 h ~hen the cAst list aone~red on the 
not1~e-board. At ~o time has strike action,been c~n-
t emplatea. . "' e are merely anpea 11 np- to the oa~d 0 

19 ~1rectors for their help in finding a wav ~u~ 0~ ~hheard 
situA.tion. .1-I' . 0 1 Co11nor also told us thR e ~tin'" 
that members of the co panv had co11temPl9.ted sta ~ 
another theatne . This has no foundation whatsoever. 



In conclusion, le us re-af~irm our loy 
theRtre. In view of th1a, and in so far as 
coneolidPtion of the companv is cons1derabl 
his matter, we houe that the Directors will 

fullest consideration . 

.. e are , 1entlemen, 

Yours faithfully, 

\ 
• 

.. 

• 

.. 

lty to the 
the n ty A.nd 
af ected by 
give t their 

--

• 

• 



17th November 19;7 . 

Ladies n Ge tle e , 
I instn1oted by the Di rectors to thank you 

for o r letter o to-d y ' s d te 21 i t . y tl1ey do not cons i der your 

u ti ns t 11 unreason ble nd that the adequ tely represent the 

olic of the Bo rd . 

The Directors ppreci te the s.irit in which your 

letter 1~ ritten th you for your expreusion of loy lty . 

ive , 

th 

they r 

d To Do 

1rit l. 

At the ome t, o i n to their pledges already 

r e t they c n ot relieve t he Playe r s of their parts in 

o thi n 11 tru t th t you vill treat thi s fact i n 

h i ch your lett r .ritte • 

Yo rs faithfully, 

( 

r ri 
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A SPECIAL MEETING of. the Directors was held on li'riday the 24tn .iune. 
Presents W. B. Yeats in the Chair; We.l'ter Gtarkie; l!lrnest BlJ"the ;J!' .i. Higgins,· 
and Lennox Robinson . 

The Programme of plays for Ju ly was considered and revised as followsJ 

Week 4th July - ''The Silver J \tbilee'' and ''Riders to the sea ." 

Week commencing llth July - ''Church Street" and "Damer's Gold". 

Week commencing 18th Jtily - ''The Shewing-up of Blanco Posn et" and "Maurice 
Harte . '' 

Week commencing 25th July - ''The Mo on i11 the Yellow River" . 

* -
''Purgatory '' a new play by V. B. Yeats has been euustituted f o r ''The Rising 

of the Moon'' duri ng the Festival, on Wednesday lOth August , 1938 . 

Kr. Blythe interviewed Mr. Hunt on the subject of the production and casti ng 
in ''The Well of the Saints' ' and ''Riders to the Sea'', and Mr. Hunt agreed 
that he sho uld himself tell Arthur Shields that t l1e Directors wished the 
plays produced in the "traditional manner ot" the Theatre and that he could 
de this only~ith Shields help. 

The Board then c onsid ered the question of Mr. May•s illr.ess and agreed that 
Kiss Doyle should be asked to act as his deputy but that Dr . Larchet should 
be asked as a special favour tc take over the orchestra for Horse Show Weak 
and for the Festi val. 

FESTIVAL: It we.. s agreed that "The Rising of the Moon11 should oe omitted 
from the programme for the lU th Aug~s t and Mr. Yeats' new play ''Purgato ry" 
be s u oetituted . 

P . J . CAROLAN DECD. The account from the 1da ter Ho epi tal in connect ion wi tn 
Kr . P . J. Carolan's death was presented oy Mr. Higgins; Dr. Hayes had verified 
it and it was agreed that the Theatre should pay it . 
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GROSS TA KINGS. AMERICAN roUR 1237/38. 

lam• of Play. 

Jar-Off Hills. 

Times perf1i:nd. Total Recei2ts . Average ::eer 
performa.'lce. 

96. a2 , 307. 2; . a57.37. 

33 30,2,a.76. 916.33. 

Plough and the Stare. 24. 22 ,1~ 3 .4a. 

21,343.07. 

16,426.34. 

12,675.27. 

922.23 

735.97. 

6oa.3a. 

667.12. 

,46.,7. 

603. 70. 

Juno 

New Goeeoon 

SilYer Juiilee. 19. 

Drama at Iniah 9,049.15. 

Katie Rooh• 5. 3,01a.50. 

247. i97,191.ao 

Average Takings per Performanoe - 79a.35. 

Order of 
popularity. 

2. 

5. 
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it• S ••4" hae new been onrcf'ully read b m:, 
f •17 pleased to reoeive a new pl by you. h•J 

•p i•n tha" in it 7eu de net maintain that touoh 1 a•d the ina\ive which disti uish e "Shadew 

of 

• • 
'"!~• te teed" aet ewl7 is there excessive exaggerati•n •f Dl4• • a orifioe •f Oharaoteri.s tie• to strident pro Jaganda lt11 • • t \be pe8,lllatea (ill eria•t eeo,ions of the maohineJ'J') uaed p oe the aati•• of the >la7, are entir•l.7 inoredible. 117 Dino ere feel hat the the•e whioh so oleaely resem'blee ihat f "Shadow an ubstanoe" n• d t b h ndled with ~ ilar sympath7 4 iatic fidel1t7 in order to revide a werthy suooeaser to that f • pla_r. . 

If •!h it ~e 
acoe te elsewhere my 
But a, presumably, i 

edel "he lay tlie 
l>e7. 

d h not lre dy, is unders,oed, been 
i ctor euld have urged yo 2 to re rite it. 
vu u. net n• be r otioable for yor. to 

o n only re$unl it to you aa unsuitable for 

a l~ o. "'-"· e.. ,.(,J... 
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MANAGER'S REPORT . • • t ed Lth October , 1938 • 

TOURS s Final arran geme nt s have now been compl~ted for the preaentation of 

ou r play s in Cork for two we eks, beginn ing the 7th Nov ember ; th e s e a rrangements 

include so me mino r alt.erations in cas t . During t he absence ot· t h e Company in 

Cork, v.·e a r e pttt t ing on the o ne act "Gaol Ga~e'' with ''The Silver J ltbi l ee '' i n 

Dublin . Regard i ng the we ek i n Belfa st ; l s ee stro n g reaso ns why ''The S ilver 

J ub illee " , a play g r a vely reflect ir1g on t he______fuUU.h ,. should not b e produced there . 

It ma~' create strong resentment among c e rtain o f o ur pe ople in the No rth and 

strong approval from opponent s of the South . 

Substance '' a s a subs t i t u te. 

-

I would sugge at ''Sha dow and 
-

• 

-
1Af1 
f ..... 

INSURANCE : We have taken ot1 t a .Burglar y Po licy with "tr4e Commercia l Union for 

£1 , 000 . at a premium of £2 . O. 0 . per annum . Certain altera~ions i n t he locking 

of doors in the The a tre and other ~ii.~ht l t t · b~ 
u u a e ra ions are• •ing ma de to comply 

wi~h the Insurance Company ' s demand s . 



A Scheme f r th . 
e per1e1one of our Statt and Pl ~ . 

but I snall take no steps in thi aJere is also 
s matter until I present a 

subject to the .Board at the next 

• 

in contemplation, 

from the Ins t11 ance Compani.e e . 
meeting and I will have 

fu 11 report on the 

before you estioatae 

ll'lllFRODUCER: At rn,.v invi ta ti on M r, 
r . rank McDe rmddy of tl1e Gal-a G 

Theatre i· s com1' n h " Y aeli 
e ro tomo1~1'ow · c 

morning at 11 o'clock to interview 
possible productions. us regarding 

rt.,. 
~' 

. .L 
(\... '/J c 'I.. .J"'"" Rt \J'\, 

l • <.. l 
-

LfJt.~ LJ 1'--t. ~v~ rt. 

f.tJG_ ) ~·- Y\>. '1.~ . 
• 

{ )f} r, -& 

IH~1 ( r • 

• 

A -
e:/(_pj- (( f f~ o ~UL j:Vf ~ [: 

Ill 4.:-c ~e vJ t~ CA~ ~ / .. ""a.. ttt..t o.__,l 
') 

lEW PLAYS: l st1'on00 l:r feel the necessi t-y or a 

plays in :he :fhture, and with the possibility of 

more ra pid production o f new 

two produce ra and the enlarged 

number of competent players now available, l am taking steps to see that a new 

play will a pear at least onoe a month, or it ... possible , 011ce every three '"eeks. 

ln th t connection .l woald be glad if the Directr>rs would assist us as much as 

possible in the reading of ne plays, four of which ..i.. am no\V eage r to secure 

early opinions upon . rhis more rapid production · is very 

essential for the Theatre's success during the coming '71.nter months ; and after 

the Bel ~ast visit ~his matter should receive our main attention. 



COST OF PRODUCTIONS: I also think that,in :future, before plays are 

accepted, particularly plays of doubtful success, details should be available 

as to the costs of such productions . I/II f t is unwise to accept?commonplace 

-

~ . 
play which is not likely to succeed and ~expend considerable sums on the making 

of new sets for such 9. play. ••Pilffrims" dae for next 'Reek is a case in point . 

No play should be finally accepted until first we have an estimate of its 

likely coat in production. 

• ~...AAI'-- ,~ ,{J...z -~~ fu [~~ ~ 
-

~ ~~ lo H._, c~I "f J;, ~ u.C/"c-h-
(1 J ~l<f t't ) ~ 

~ CJ-~ 

(.\~ ,tbJ_ ~ ~ ~/-u...-e_ ~ f c /..._ <>-•"'- r1f-~ ~ 
~{!- VAA) {Mffvf2£,.(/(_ /N-

MAGAZINE: I am making arrangements for the production of aAquarterly 

Magazine in connection with the Theatre to begin in the month of December . 

Thie Magazine will be self-supporting and no publication will take place unles s n...•• ...,.,.,.., ... 
the advertieing~covers the cost of production etc., Mr . Frank v'Connor h as 

agreed, at my invitation, t o act as Editor. The question of an editorial f ee 

for his services must oe d~cided. l ould suggest a fee of £10 . O. O. per i s sue 

.tt'rom reports received advertising will meet expenses, together with the cost 

of printin~~~ stimates for which ~ have invited from two .uublin ~rinters and 

one Country Pri11ter . I will report further on developemente . 
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~~ ~ t~ fv~'- (r&_ ~ ~~ 

-

Oh. ,tL_ ~~ t;,>_Qf- ~I ~ (~, - -tl /t.._1 VJ t~ 
tvT"" ~ - .IJ- tr~ !Jl.~ -

klu ~~ 1 (::tJ ~'14 l.~ f) ...... ll4--<.A.A-

tJ lJ-a. ~ 4~ cW~·d..el tRd-

rl (~~ c~ 'Lt A~ 
lu ~~ 

'rAAv il -

7 = 



STAFFs 

film work • cove 1"1 n 

Kr . Cy1~l Cusack ha verbally re queste(l leave of absence for 
period ft'Om two t f o our Vi e eks . I see no objection to 

granting r . Cusack's request u~tur our Belfast visit M C 
t 

. h • r • u Back a t t he same 
ime as gi ve11 us a gt1a rant ee th at he ill not extend his leave beyo11d four 

weeks . 

Miss ~nn 
week ; i1 

Yeats ~as. made written appli cation fol'· irlCt"ease o1 salar b 
view o! Miss Moiseiwitsch's departur·e at tht3 ld ~ th y y 15/- per erlio1 e year, I would 

recommend to the Directors an increase on her present s~1a~y~ · i 0 £1 10 0 A • • • per 
week . ' " 

tr'V-1'.•L ~~t 1.- fo 011.,., t ft,. ~;}.~ ~ , &_M-<- <1i r../,:L~ 
'Jt,_ et 17. J{ 1-. ~ <J v~ . 

~ ~1C~J l r-;L~ \_ ~t'> 
L t._l ::te f lf'r'- f 

~ i "-C.-_,-( ~£., 
~ l~ ((. 

GLA'SGOW EXHIBITIONS MODELSs The Mir1iatry for r'inance have been in touch with 
us reg rding the retun1 of four models of our plays from the Glasgow Exhibition . 
'Ihe se models cost the Department £20 . O. O. and they o ffer them to us for £5 . 
su geFting they should be c .:.'t-t i ed in ot1r vestibule . As our accommoda \ion 

~ ,._a , 0 ~<$~ "' there is lirni ted and " ·he SP exn 1 bits would only be of a temporary nature, I am 

not in favour of acce~tance of ~he offer . ... 

REFR IGERATOR : The Re fri ge r ation ir, the Pit Cafe has been sold to Mr . Pacitti 
I 7 , -

for ~0/- ; he offered 25/- which is , according to Mr . Ellie, a faiJ' price . 

If, f.l'-11,,.._;.._,2 /:.Li. f. ll< Jt~~ 1..JVwl.L 

J '1'/f 1~ c_ tj\J ~,_ 1 
'M ~o-.--L Gft-e.t.. "- 1...rr..,d. 

~r ,k 

An ceol Cumann have requested the loan of various LOAN OF COSTUMES: 
-- -WWW: * " coatwnes used bp: us in "Caeadh an tsugain" . ;e have agreed to this loan ~-h t wl'\ich will be returned 

on the cwnann first depositing a sttm to cover " e cos ' 

on the safe return of the costumes t o the Theatre . 

!l. • 



SUNDAY ll:ff ldNG OF ABBEY i . 
A request from the Mansion House Coal Fund 

f o r the hi1~ng of the Theatre on a future Sunday evening has been deferred, 

at the eame time a prohibitive payment has been asked for the hire of the 

Theatre should we agree to grant their request . 

BURGLARY s The material a•i•• stolen from the Theatre duri1ig the 

pas t few weeks has been recovered by the Police and. is presently in their 

custody . The thief has also been apprehended • 
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i th the c ple t ior1 o 1 ) lr rr~n ,~ en t~ f >r tl1e 1JOr nd .llel f11.st 

• 
). 

si tee 

l.S bei 

thit f r ~he > d ctio11 01 e three lays in Co rK i:txisxnemassar, 

1 yer 111 be req ired t oe;ether i t h property an. This 

sent to r d ce for fo rtni ........ t beginnin,. t;he 7'th ove ber . 

r i t has beet1 ointe ~ t a e a lflt'J'Or in Cork for th t tie, .vhile 

1 c .l. 
n h s been ret ined f r staffe .managing in D blin. It is also 

ece. -.:ir t it r. Gon 11 s!1al l y d trin the fir t week in Cork. liis 

abse tee ill lO t t 
1., grua"t exte11"t ini;ei'fere ffith )f!ice ro ttine o;in_, to 

t e re e ice of .l" • Doyle ,.net yself to attend to details. :bor our week 

• 
l. elf st co 

t}1e 21 st ov e her, 1he 1 e e re _ ro icing t wo pl ays , 

qn.1er scenery fro"l Co:rk and Dtblin and t o iaci l itate 
it 111 e nece lry t 

t h C t · t 1' l l b e n e c e s ..., r f l'.... r . v e e , an or 
tr.ns or t t t e or ern o s i ~ n 

it the C s t ms . 

CF. : 

"tl ere nd t clear th ro e rtie -

.. 
• 

e pro o ls reHente 
to me by the Go· nerci ·11 nion Ass trl.i~c e 

· I "' re 1· n y o 1111 n not. 1or thy of 
d the Yorks 1re i.s trance ,_.l) 1pa11y, 

-

:e11sion and a 

iciently beneficia 

• 



PRODUCERS: Ar. HL1gli Hunt s ent me a le tter C)I!lfirming our co11ve rsation 

that he is villing to r at tm to t he Abbey for a .>eri od not exceedine three 

months ; a t the s a rne time he wi shes it to be clearly t1nderstood that he ill 

be free to d l"o p t}1is o ft'e r sho tl.d suitable 1 ork b e o ff'cred to him in the 

meanwhile. He has aske d a l so that some t:tthoratative statement should be 
'"""'" ~ ,.. i 8 Rt1ed t o the Pre ss ~1' c or1 f i.ictin, s tai;ernents ap pear1n1,. in the r ess 

re~nrd inR hie resigna tion. 1 cio not think that any statement is necessary 

Ltnles s f ttrttLer· innuendoes a~r)ear in the newHpa ;ers. 

Last ~att1r~day \\'eek I i r1terviewed !1:c. l,rank Der111ody of the 

(}alway~~~?.~if. Tr1eritre, and i11 my o )incion , ~"!Jijugh he is a q u iet unassuming 

pe1'son he posses s .-. an ttnderlyinp,- strength'f°a•• · ~Jetx•JCAlS:~~ and a knowledtre 
A l:ia.d " 

o f the Theat re~which is very necessary in the handline 01 Players such as 

~hose of the Abbey Theatre. I offe r ed him the position of producinP, an 

En~lish and n Irish pl ay a t a salary of £5. O. O. a eek for !otr weeks. I -
gav& him the scripts o f thre e Gaelic p l ays, to ether ith stae e dime n s ions 

al1d f 11 ll det ils reeai .. rline lightina- and props. I have since heard from 

Rranting Dennody one month ' s Leave qt" AQsence. Mr. Dermody 
~~e 

has also written sayi11B' that he prefers to prod tee the~ Jlay by SearuLlS ~ilmot. 

l a have 11ot yet been i n a position t o ffiVe him a new Engl ish play for produ ction; 

a.aci I t hink s pecial a rrange ent s sho1.1lrl be 'made reearding Sltch a play.As h e 
I • 

hao agre ed to come here i n t he beginning of lovember the actors available for 

h . ~ 
is ~ 1 ·~ s wi ll no t be o f the bes t in the absen ce o f our main Company in Cork 

a?1d Belfast. I t hink it o tt l d therefo1 .. e be !"airer to r. Dermody i1" he cou ld 

could pos t )one his productions until the mid dl e of n ecember ani in that way 

he \rill have 011r m~in )layers for t leas t tl1ree weeko ' rehearsinf{ before t h e 

cttml rod1 ctions take place. 

Lt\St Monday we ek I intervie ed r. Louis D 'Al ton. y impress ion 

of him w~~ not t a ll as 1 avourable as that of ~r. De nnody. He was lndoubtedly 

very self-confident, very a . . ertive and JOSses sed all the feat tres of a 

Theatrical ~an; but i believe that a certain amount 01 this over-con1idence 

ay be d te to •hat I think was sli p:}11i intoxication. I made him the offer 

dec iderl at otr last Board mee tinB, incl ding r. Runt ' s assistance, an3 he 

Hitn a cert in am0Llr1t o! i"el t1ctance , 1111ally accept e d; having beforehand 

led me to llnderstar1d th t he was in ve 'Y eo od ~ay 01' business. Having 

disc t. sed the sit-t1 ti on with referenc e to his own p l a yers he also decided 



} h Y c' lld A ily b~ dis e l itl1, r1i ~1 .. t.et J'th 
n - - w l lld e 1~$ t and in 

t h t }1 oil ll e r b fo1e o r e ti tortay fitl i be )in 0 k here in the 

n i d l 01.. c ber. L . t weuk l l d a seco11 v1si t 1l"Ol'l hi ""' 
Ll~ wa. S'1r ised 

h e ' h t;ol e he r-1 not r p ed t o take on tho 1ork. I adnUl"ed his 

r of st terne nt · h i s ove 1-c >n1'id e r1ce had a.isap Jeared and he as coldly 

s o ber . lie e 1 i 1ed t h t o i? > to inc mp t ibilit,v i· te pen11ant 31ld a 

Bohe mi 111 J1' l iving due to his i'ree l i fe _.,n the ro d, th t he wo tld not 

b e a 11t ble in h is o inion to 'the s i .. i ct l"OUtiz1e of work r·eqtti:r~ect in the Abbey. 

e ls st 't e tl1 he nid n )t vish to ai~ pe11t5e wi t h l1is own orffanisatjon, 

a r tic tl rly s i. t o 1lci i nter1ere ~ith the Jork 01 his wife h acts in that 

C p ny . , t ar di o Lssions a11d ex )1 nations 011 both aides he ap;reed to co e 

bef re t 1 Bo rd t i.Y to expl in his o i ti on nd tu o! l er l1is s erv1 ce s a s 

te 1r ry Pr cer !or three mont hs until e had 1;ec tre I the servic e s of a 
......... ""·"" 

r I ti 
• l i.. r . r ·este 

;) t hR t 11 e sho tl d co rne he re J 01" bo 1t th.r ee mont hs 

'ter th1 t ti e both . ar tie. were t lit)ert .r to te1"11.i.11 te tr1e en~Jloy ent 

f e iot1n rselves line ti ~ ble to eFLch other. lr . H tnt, havin heard my 

i ions f ? • D' .1 to ri11 l the subs fl lent developt:: el1t l. t P,er to raake a 

s t te nt 11 the sit1ation. 

!his mo n1 in I reucived a letter f1:-oro .r. J.A • .rannin5, of the 

Littl - T11e tre , B er, askin..,. lOr 1 try-out· ip 1lyin>?; for the posi t ion e.nd 

e cl si hot" r:iphs of his own recen-c prod lctions. I t}1 ink tl1 at J'lis letter 

sh l recei e yotr attent i o21 . .. 

A .. 
2E 

• .. -

• 
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JIB PL.AYS: 
r h 1· 1 ...... r C rey ' pl y ''''a.es r ' s I m0 .w:::i'' as be e? l e n e.v v e r s o .. o .L • ""' ,~ r..."" 

r eceived nd r . Hun t has re orted ve r y str~n ly i 1 it _a olr. l have a leo 

r pi ily re d t h1 o i .h the scri t and I con. id er it very mu.eh i pr nv ed . T te 

Di1'ec t 0r s have alreaiy acce ted t hi ... play t.J.bj e ct to 8J'lenc1 E:n t ; these a·riend ie nts 

have 110 . bee n c r rie d ol t . 
I }1ave l so r e a ct .. The }leni a1 .s ' ' by .r. " r r.J< 0 ' Conno r, n i n 

y opi 11ion t h i s exce l lent. pl ~f shoul l be prod ced as so >n as po s sible . One 

or t o very mi no r a l te r a t. io11 s I t h i ru-: r e ne c e a ry nd I 10 t l d s 11 ,e st a 

chan e o f t itle · otherwise I se e a b s1l u tely no reason 1h.· pr od ict ion o f t h i s 

l ay shoul d be >os t poned . 

~. 
• 

• • 

• 

• 

l. l'a t l \' . Carroll has resubmitted h i s p l a v ' 'The 

ef e cted Va io alte r t t 1· o ns . .. L sent h i s versi n s t o ,l". 

hit e 

Ye a t 

Steed'' havi ng 

and r. O' Connor 
r. Yeats hls re orted ffA i n. t p1~d cti on • 

• 

• 

frt~cl.~ h ·-
.t-, t1J-- 'ltJ tit 

• 

~ fi:J --fvo_.... 
• 

~vL ~-- Q .. -" d;A-
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i e 
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i t l 
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e to bo 

· lb it te srs. 

l' c i v l ir1 co1111ec tion d t 
n t 1 tled 

the 
11 The A r?'ow"; I 

nd \, ils~n • 

h·Lve noticed 
C n l. 

intin of 

that the 

f t )1 i ' v 

by 

\ 1 
re very exce 

ive~ and in tion i t JTJi nh t b e 
I.)· F.\ RO 0 d t 11 i n g if 

1 er l 
e may the :ro by 

t~ so J.ght l~o r esti at es 

be e11abled to ef ect mo re eco 

tr l l"i11 t i n 
' • 

od s r\ ice. 

• 

i ea 

A let t l " h s b een iecei veei. f rom G 

te de posit of £5 . u. o. t o 0 l G u.mann a ree in n t he s u .,. ,.,,.,,-, 

f l t he s e 1etirn of t e r i al l oaned. 
a.nrl give t}1e rie ce :-; · a r-y ) a l:"a11tee 

ni st r y for ~!ence have a lso The 
• 

S l. ll~ !Or en the loan of e 

' he Col e e11 a 'In,, 
' :~ they l1 ve 

co ttl , . for an An11y pro uc tion of 

l cili t· ted tts on 
t the l an . 

ny occa~ions, ~e a~ree d 

The • i lo of the ltt te Harney tU'phy, o ir .Prompte r f or 

o e r t en t y ye rs, intenriP-wd me with request t'or f i 11al1cial assi st ance. She 

~enil on m Sl .. a-estion, a de-cai l ~rt f "t te ent 01 her circ t Rt nce s , 1hich 

lbte ly . ho r ther . pitif 1 ca.e for ido1 rith six children. r . 

ri ht investi.--~ted hel'· circ l . tances, nd ao a re ~ult I r;o la sue .est that t e 

o r o tld pay rs. t1r .,-r, o behalf of her two yo1.i.nl!e~t children, tt1e SUJil 

O! £1. U . • er 1eek 1or tl ir'teen reeks, piy .enc to c tti:;e :1.fte1 tl1 t t i e . 

tring the ~st fortnight to reprimand • occasion 

or ri 1.in , an t, h"ive a notice ol,..\cert 011 t}1e Board s tatin~ tha t 

i t .ic tin liq 10 J' c ila be cons tmed 011 the pre1oises as there was a gro ing 

te e c - of orin>n.nR" in drink to the • res ing 001 s an h rill~ it · !. th tl1e 

~ron action a7 in. t r. Johnson fter our 

f' rthc in t.o r are over it' he pe rs is t in l1is i ri.nki l :r not ri th., Landing 

nin s. 

D1rin the t yea1 r. 1o ney h s taken photographs of new 

~ • ove'Y'" £5 Q. I am convinced that this eApense 
r et ions a't co " I • • 

I ha e th .. e w:ri tten .o r . ney aispensing with 
• rr11n"tet1, re1 
l. 

pie t t res except from 
tely no 1>ene11 ts fr·om }1is 

• ob-ca in 1 • e ri ices. e • 
1 u lic1ty. 

h i.; - a v ry do1btf1l f n i 
t tl. le t rra • 0 1 



• 

s a r·estlt of l .. eqtt ~ i; far -che payr:ie n t o t overt ime fro a 
• 

a 1e ber of the s t aP,R", I ~e. , sirpri8 ri t o discover t i rit "the ot of over £180 . 
has b e e11 e- r>endect clurinF the Jast year on uverti e. or ow recen t r d .1.ction 

• 
o f 11 Pil~ri~.1s", 01er £ 1 5. overti ne a" ptid. 
the amot1nt of overtime t hey are e xpeated to 

The 
d o is 

orkers c cerne i think tnat 
a l together abs trd, aild 

sonae of o lr s t a ff re ceive consider b i d 9.IllO mt. of overtiJ!le mone y, ''hich bri ~s 

i p t h e i r .v a _.;J e s t o £ 7 • 0 • C J • a w e e k • In my o:>inion ther·e i8 no need for t hi s 

a rrto int of overti e if rehear..-:-.ials 1ere cond tcte ci ith dL.le consider ition to t h e 
worki?l, hours of the staff . I l11ve t P.erefore g i v en an orcler th .1 t i?l i-.u tt1 .. e 

no uverti1ie must be 11orw:ed Nitho Lt 5Y permission and if overti e is or.Ked 

wi t i10 tt permission P*lY .ent 1i 11 not be iad e for same o Overti 'le is paj_d a t 

the rate of 3/- per ho tr fo1" 1ork done '1u ring the week, and 4/- •Jer hour 
f r ~und ay work . 

-
Mr. Kee~an, otir St age anager, has pres ently a salary o f £.; . O. O. J 

per· week; ~RH promised r-t11 inc ease i 1 .lW'age s some months ago. Ha has now 
·ip ;lit!d for an int:rea.,e in Hl-l .e s brin ,ing his sa l a ry up to £.o. O. O, 

I h1:1Ve disc tis .;;ed the applicat io11 wit}: fr. Ke gan and as a res tlt su5ge s t an 
i ncrea.e of 15/-. 

r\t the ore ent ti!!le 1e <ire not pay111 for the services ot a 
• 

)ro npte r; these se r i: ices a r e pre ent ly 15i ven b s a Lynch who works in t l1 e 
Thea t1'e ci ttrinr.r- th1=1 day R. t a sala ry of £1. 1 0 . O. I think it is only 1 air t h a t 

• t J t l1e 111.boriol1s 0 ·11n.o; nq"ture of' thi s -10 rk • Ly11ch shot ld b e ~--a i1 i:; e d 1. 8 an 
• 

l ~/-increase of' 1eek .. ~h • a ereeable t o thi. figtlre 1 $ but • do 1ibtful .. ~ e lS 
Ab1ut co11ti1111ing t;he .v > r k o: i rom Jte1"' • 1or ~ny .rea 1: len~th 01· t i e as all h er 
evenLnffS are o ccu~ied in ~he Thea~re. 

fu 
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-• 
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SALS: '1'}1 !)l yer~ 
d a n l.l1 h eir io 1 'PO se 

f tl1e • ts t Ll"'llCll 
~ Crl. 

11 \ v e been " 1r1c rl th .. 1 t thl'.• ... . cri t .... o parts u· t be re>l 0 ced. I h 
<-1 - 'i.Ve iv en ever the cl1a r e 

·i th t11e necess·iry insi;r ictjo11s a. to thoir c l y. 

c n e 1 ... ion 1 

I have had occasion to repri1nmd the Proo icer fo r the 
rel1t::a1 sal wi tho t cli..te notice t o me. 1~e lA.s t re!teai·sal c nce l l t io21 . on t!1e oc ion f a Cine a~ Jre-view. 

_;A;..;;;.;;....;..._;....._.;;._;_~~~.::} .. :.:...J •...:T:.:.A.:.:. L~-~.:::..:.A:.::.i:..:R.:.:~::." :...: __ Th is , ro i p h iv e a p J 1 i e d t· o r th ~ r i gh t to 
ro~ c s t t ·o pl ys. I h· ve ffl·an"t.ed tl1e n ece s.)a~:.; 1i .• sion xll the lA.yers 

01 t;}1eir 1ees to ..... I ~:ii:1 =l e•• e the pluyar·s them
lBY e11"t ~ s.J.cl1 B1~ dcas'ts its "the oney receiv ed r~rom t he 

~tin~ authorit ies BO i n t o the i r funls. 

selve~ 

P. play by 11~r. Jack Ye ts wl1ic}1 has 1Je n seen by some o f 
t he · ir et and t rne ct_. · l ,i .,}1 or1e eA.ce1 tioi h s bee11 reR.d by the x rimr:!nii 

l1ee. t re n. they h e .... ] ' ... 0 .... -ce \; be aiven the righ"t 01 pro t tcing this play. I 
1. av r .,1"an~in,, their request il tl1e a tt11or Re; ..... ~ees . I have al s0 .. r itten t o t his group Lkin, them to sup ly ~e with det1i l s as t o their 

fin'Ulcl. 1 conri it ion a 11cl na11eB or re~ nsi bl e 011'i ce1"s as I m 0 1· t he opinion 
tha~ it is ne cess r y to keep this gruU) inrler observat i on • 

E 

• 

.. 1r. (' anly j a 1 t h or .)1 '''.('he Dear pl ay Broadcas t on Pl\Y" aen t of the 
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Ql1e en" ha been 
• l 1 i 'ees . 
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TO JJ{S: The Co np ny 1i 11 l e ave on by the f<!l r 

Cork, ar1rJ durinn- their stqy there they hqve en,age in reh~ .rsals. In v ie 

o the t 1c"t that .. 1 .... Gor ~in is layi 1 ;J d r1n. tnF:: ir~ t qeek in t;ork, I have 

RPT)Ointed hl to act ~s • a11ager for t h l 't eek !ur tne 1 lr se o <f cr1eckin the 

ho tse '"'nrl ott1er rMnn')eriaJ. mAtters. ' ointcd ~ta~e 

inatter, t11d the m t tters of t he ~arrlrobe 1r·e i r1 the }Lqnrts o 1i .,s Fro lie ulhern 

d 11ct r. i ct r Boyd. r. Goran ret ns R:t~ r t e f i rst reek. 

'' J l 110 9.Jld the 
r. n lly or' 
J ayco ck" . 

t:o 1 ... k - ro e ex )res& ne do tbts on the 1 .. e cetition of 
\e rt'lVe not ace11 a11y qction in this t1Jatter as }1is 

letter arrived 'too lA te, b t t 1he L the play ;re.s prod ea i on the l :i. t ~ ccao ion 

i 1 , r k c e rt 1 in 1 t e l"' • ~ i > n h d t ) b ~ m rl t:: to rie et w i t h 1 o c al pro v a 1 .. 1 h e s e 

vere of f.i min r l t rre: b it t,t.ey m i.Y be nece . HRry a >ain. J_f so, ve f" all 

ho,"Je 1. ' icq t lnt "the 1 yers ~s ... " >n · ~JO .. P. i b!e so t at tl1ey c tn r ehear ~e t he 

chan.a-e s nece. a.ry if' t}1e Btl~1"'d co11s1rlar. fit .. 

The l aye r., tr ve l strairslit from Cork t o Belf'ast and are due 

t o r Atu. r n t o JJublin 10r t.he \fE!ek corn!lencin~ the 28th ':>vember • 

..,. 

'"=· '1~ a.,,,,( 

D fB.LI PLAYS: ~r .. Dol -n is roc1uc i np, i '1 l)ublin "The . ilver Jibi l ee • and '''l'he 

a~l ate'' rLe ~ weHk. 1
1

}1e follo11inP," we k "lJrofessor ·1'i.M,, co mes on arrl for 

the third .,eek e ll'lVe '.Boyd ' . Sl1op 11
• I have a i1ointerl l .. r. D> l an as. istant 

Pr l1cer f>c.' t~ e .. Jr~ l1ctiJ11 of' the~ .. e plays 'lnd a. he i s J/Ork in~ on nen material 
I a ree l to 

for fo l. • 

or ri uce • 
e ks. ne. e p l 1y. lire no.v in a 

t. he Jerioci 01 rer1~ rsals that is 

..... ~. od con i i ti v n and sho tld be ell 
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' . l. r. > the II b t 1 tions 
thr.it of r. Tor , n n<l r. De l.S O 'DeA .. tin-, .. r~ ' ide rs 
to the Se.'' 'illd "Hyqci.nth Halvey''. l 111 0 Cl ,,_ l. • . t l } n- t} the elf . t 0 icl. tls 

re, t~ lir"' the nece.. r:,1 Jl 'iys. I l. ve the t • 
P.1 ve Q the ~ c 't er s RS 

th o ::;e sec i re rl 
1 J.. t 11 ho t e 1 1 i 

01· o ir Playb<.'Y br 1dc 1 t in 19)t5, i. ~., .i~l2. l~. 
t rave 11 i 1 "' ex r. s R .. 

'.
1he .H. • •• hg g ~ e te t r. }{ lnt t h t 

• er 

''v •A.1t0.-1 ::i.n • l. ~ 1111 .. , '" ;.,, , '-h ,., d s ce'' ~, de i· rJole b t n ~ction hq l baen ta en in t hi s 

=iatter. They req tire a bro11clc . t t le,q e Ol ce rte r m d th i. me ans 
s tbs L n ti ,,l businev. t o L.ta. • 

.1 rote t i he B. B. G. off e ir1 r 
11 t>hado and b ub st ar.ce" 

fr ur next br~ dcR. t, but i hive raceiv l etter I'r the sayi t ha t 
r. r. ,!din~ :r:·i ht, Ci.r .. oll 1s ·gent, ob,ject t any b 

rod 2c tion 
> 1· th t Jl y in J..1ondon. I hAve ritten di ectly to r . Bril$ht ;ointi21 o t 

th t his obJection i not in kee ;in r with the te1'ill .. o L o tr c nt ract •ith Ca rrJ l l 

arid th tt ol!r aP,"reemen t to a.llo / t11e ... I duction of t h ~ play in London did no t 

f Jre ~"> 11iy 1 l.l"tl1er £'i7hts. l qm no a 'ait;in~ the Ao-e 1~ r 1 e ly. 

l r.rIIOH8 ' 1lG~. ~1l'l.1S: Ti1e f'o-rep,01r1.cr ri·.:t'ttur· s}10 s ll . t thR"t our p1·es e11t 

o I; ~a fe I)' lBl"rl tl1e Phr-: a tre n ·~l&i~H:~ 211 i "t:i ri ;hts. 

vith atth 

/
; r E 

aB"rB e1nen t 

~ hile the a"{reement 
>r·c>hj.hits th • bro11 lci.st of any o o~r ple-tys it. does not specificqlly uive us 

t E 
o Lr'uelve to broadc st. l tl1e1 .. 1ora su~~e s "L -y;he :.n~ertion of 

new 
=tr-1. i the a :ree ient r ntin r 1s speci ic-tlly the riµ,-hts -co broadc~st and 

te ..,,. u1 o l o t y lay cont r .et e by the t obey 1'he!'n;re. ere~ t th t 

<tr~ r h 11 f t ie 1 ~eement ho ld be al te d. J: ts _Jre~ nt • ead in' ao pears 

c nt rad ict ory; l t c~ve r the rii:;ht of f ilm rnak: ini:; 01· o tr pl 1ys; m 
1
kes claim 

"n th r t 'l.Y ., 1 • 1 their film fees, but a i; the same t i rne sn~ ,est s tha t 

the thor are t liberty to t i 1 1 t.l: eir Ab ey plays i th 1ut o ir con en t . 
A1"'t ic le 11 there be c1Rri1ied. 

/Ii t the ire. e nt time 1e are not • a!~e~ ta rded 

• 
l ID r iv i n J t s o _~ co n., i de J' a b 1 e re v en t e • 

• 
C'Of:A<. h1 

-• 



t l" c ?lt l~ et 
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I i;t t nely ir e t he ne c&.,,. i ty of m!lk in ,. i t cle•u· i n the •t 
w~ ny fu t · 1 

.... e :'\1.. d ., . -e r t "' Cl 1 1 t ·n1 ""· l:' ..... ~.- .. ~ ·1 cor.·et; )On ence se11 to 
hi r l 1ti e ti t 10 heat re ~h t d be de1l t wit h by the Vf1ice. 
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e • l ste ext.a t 

the le 1ve r ~ed, ~ithott Py, t hi 

31~t f ne t onth i 1 h1ve as (ad t 

on. I h 

~ i .. eport 

'\' e e "1..e 

• ld the 

ea 1 1 ve t li h e 

b f ni..,hed as 

t the conrt1 tion uI r. Fred . · y .. 

~. 1.,__, £X.a ~fi.AiJ... k/_J A :» 

~ Al~ 

- .. "'-' -

.L it ve h:td req 1est frorrJ J{adio Eireann for t h e 
c 1 o tl-t e fir~t i:ict f r. 'C""ln or' pl~y , t.o _,eth 0 r 1ith t social 

c t: t11.r·y J 1 the at te nda .. 1ce. - h e lo" t cen s.1 ste )S in this m3tter and • 

f r l t ion!=l .. 
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AGER ' S REPORT FOR FORTNIGHT ENDING 16th DECEMBER 1938. 

CORK TOUR : I em glad to report that I have signed the contract for 
the Cork season of four ,~1eeks beeinni11g the 5th Tovember 1939 llien 
the contract c~e to me I found that the Cork man gement ' had i~s~rted 
a c l ause expecting us to send special players . I refused to sign the 
con t r a c t as long as that clause existed as we could not possibly give 
~guarantee for the.services of the players mentioned. fter corres-
1 ondence the offending clause \Vas om tted and everything is no\rl in 
or der . • 

BELF. ST TOUl"t : I 'rrote to the London gents of the Belfast Opera House 
refusing to allow the company to visit Belfast next year unless improved 
terms \rvere given to us, and requested 501 on all gross receipts per 
'"leek up to £500; ~ 551- on all gross receipts per v1eek up to £600; and 
6 0 , .. on the gros receipts over £600. 'I'hese terms were refused by the 
London agent and alternative terms offered, viz., 501 on the gross 
takings up to £600 and 55, on fi ures exceedine £600. J, lengthy wrangle 
then took place bet,1een myself and the .J1€ent and a a result they now 
offer 50

1 
... on gross 'eekly takings up to 600. and 52 2 , on the gross 

takin s if they exceed £600. p r week. ese new terms give ~s en 
increase of 7 

21
, over th old contract, and lad these terms . existed 

during our last tour 'e ·1ould had 1 ad· e I rofit on our takings. I Elf 
inclined in vievv of all the ar wnents on both sides, to accept the 

7
21 

increase if the Board is agreeable. 

• 

. --



~ATERFORD TOUR : I have been in touch with L~ . Breen of the Theatre 
Royal sterford as to the possibility of a visit to that city next 
¥ear ' ana as a r~sult of our correspondence I have been told that the 
capa~ity of their Theatre allows for £52 . nightly tak~n s; o~ ~~SK£364 . 
for a week of seven performances . They have alternative admission 
prices of a higher figure , brin ing in £480 . per ''eek of seven perform
ances . The Proprietor of that Theatre has offere1 us 55, on gro~s 
takings - I J.,eplied yes·terday asking for 60% on gross weekly takings 
end have also suggested that the visit should take plac for the \Afe ek 
co1mnencing the 30th October , 1939 i . e ., the \Veek before we visit Cork. 
I em eacer to know if the Board egrees to my terms as this contract 
should be closed as soon as possible . 

If we fix u our contract ~ith Belfast I would like to be able to 
ap roach the Theatre in ~rry, ~ as to secure if possible one week in 
that city after our Belfast visit . 

, 

BRO CA T: As reported at oUI· last meeting I have agreed to Cyril 
Cusack nd Phyllis yen broadca~ting from elfast for the week beginning 
the lst January, 1939 . I have r c ived contracts for the~e broadcasts 
and e ~ re.ult of 1 nding the ervic ~of these two players we shal l 
make Ei ht Guineas on the tr nsection. 

In connection ''ith the recent Belfast ro cast of 
'Hye cinth lial v Y'' and '' ide s to the Sea'' I mus sa that the financ i al 
results of that und rteking wer at·sfactory - we road £25 . but in my 
opinio th er i tic results wer not at all satisfactory. I heard the 
broa cast , an to enybody v1ho did 'nt kno111 th€; players I fail to under
star c.t ow the di~tir1ction in cl1arecters could be reco nised, as there 
w no compari on bet~ en the voices. Liberties were also taken with 
th t xt to ·ard degr e, and l therefore sue e t that any future 
bro de~ t f th bbey from tb B •• c. should only be done W'.lder the 
dir ction of on of our o m producers, a in my opinion th B. B. c . 
P o uc r f o 1 r ·11clin d to a a comp! te ess of the 
p o uc-ions. 



mISHBRO.ADCA TS · 
terms offered by Dr ~ia result of last l eetin ' or's play I got i • t ernan for the • orthc . g s discussions regardina r sult of' our c n, ou?h \Yi th the Di~ectQ Ollllng broadcast of ..., even Guineas P~~ve~~ations it is now agre:do~hthe ~tation, and ;so:conn-recei ve from t 10 to t o: half an hour' and in a at . ti;ie terms shall be cas~ from our ste e hr~e guineas P r act or a~dition, the authors to :ti~~Cactory and ar;ang:~;~s ;erything ~nto ace~~~ ~~eir ~rk broad-. • onnor' s JD:q: fir t re now being made f ese erms are in future \le should giv! t~ctb 'rhe suggestion haso~1!heb broadcast of re arding our pla· e roadcasting auth 1 . o een made that o ssible to both a~ they hore to broadc ~r ties advance notice . p lays at en' timep~~ties • They ere particui.er1; ~uch of our work as is ey appear on our stage • een al so fol" one act 

/,.1 e.. • 

• o' coirnoR 's PT ·"'Y · i . ..u.t'- • Rehearsals for 0 , .. , n hands notwithstanding the diffi lt .ir. Connor s play are no\v well early stages owine to his preparat~~n ~e~ the prod';lcer incurred in the to rehearse every day next week o1 the Gaelic play. li e is go in are also rell in hands re est! ~d the sets and costume requiremm ts g salaries of t 1elve pla . ers w11l~ e _ th~~ the rroduction, apart fro~ the fienre includ s the hirin 'ana ~ in e region of £35 . 10 . Od , which of scunery in our owk wor~shop ~~i~~d~{ . t\·ie~tyone ?ostumes ; the building be made by ~ssrs . Do l ans . Th~ hi1"'e f fion . ot special re:iu1rements to this estimate . 0 urni ure is not included in 

~ UT~ ~ITJ.S : It is very necessary in view of intensive rehearsing requirea. owing to the absence of certain players that we would have our :future bills prepared v1ell in advance . On that' account I would suggest that _:r . 0' Connor ' s play should appear for t\va - weeks i . e . , the week beginning the 26th Jecember, and the v1eek beginning the 2nd January . For the week eginning the 9th January, I would su est "Birds ' Nest" by Lennox Robinson and "The Great .dventure" by J . Foley . TJ1ese plays appeared last durillf! the week of 19th eptember , a s first productions for two weeks, and our profits were £85 . in the fi1st week end £31. in the econd ~1eek. I would suggest for the week of the 16th January a ossible revi vB l of " e.ul Twyhing" by George Shiels . This play has not b een produced since January 1936 iurr1ediately after "Coriolanus" . It lost _ 76 . on that occasion due in our o inion to ~he very bed week of ~he hakespe£re play end its reaction on our audiences. o~sible revivals should be considered of , say "John Bull ' s lllther Island" which has not appeared ince ueust 1935 when it 1 ade a profit of £126., or o~ 



''Bridgehead'' which has been unforuunate in 1 ts previous produc tions 
because it gener·ally appeared dui'"ing difficult seasons - it is a play 
which in my opinon should be revived . I would also suggest a revival 
of ''The Invincibles'1 • Our recent e;ood successes were ''The New Gossoon'' 
last produced on t e 5th e_ tember with a profit of £95. and ''The 
Jailbird'• vii th an increasi1ig audience towards the end of the week v1hicl1 
commenced on the 3rd October and made £43 . Certain very old plays might 
be revived to advan age such as '''11he Retrievers' by Geo1'ge Shiels v1hich 
wa s last 1roduced in 1924. This play proved a great success but it '.vas 
taken off, I believe, because Lady Gregory objected to the treatmebt of 
A ericans by the dramatist. I would like that we should consider this 
pl8Y because it will be to all intents and pw.--poses a new play. There 
is e.lso ''The ..uloquent De1npsey'' and ''The Lord 1 eyor'' . Very popular in the 
ol d days , entirely unk:novvn to present audiences, and with slight alter
ations they cotlJ.d be brotlght up to date in t11eir allusions . Some of these 
plays must be piclced for after the ,~1eek beginnine the 30th Janua1 .. y . On 
the 23rd January I propose the presentation of ''Caesar ' s Image'' the new 
play by E. Carey, to be p1·oduced by lcr . D'Alton; but after his production 
Wtt must get ahead as quickly as possible on these revivals . re have gone 
through the ledgers examining the results of these plays and find that our 
sugeec-tions are the only possible ones in l)resent c ircttmstances . 
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i'ROD1!CERS: I Y s~g e st ion 1 s that 11.!I' . Der111ody' s employment should · 
D;rininate h ere during the vreek of the 26th December. I \'/rote to LJ:.r 
v1ifito~ e~d ha~ . a subsequent interviev1 with him. It is agreed that •he 
gi . h <:r vior ing here on the week or the 2nd January 1939 . r have 
he ven im ~h~ script of. ''Caesar ' s Image'' so that he ea~ work on 1 t and 
le !~af~t~~~~,hthelscr1pt to me next we~k for the typing of the parts . 

dela;,r in g et t in .e the a:1~; ~~~n as he axri ves so that there will be no 
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A u11Ho_ ~ ' .. GR.TI hlfiJ\TTS. 
uth , · -Ccording to your "' t . ors e r ement t o 1~ t ;::,U£ges ion we submitted 

on clauses 2 and 3 I h~vergh~rCCox , olicitor, for Counsel ' s opi~~r 
et e tion and pro ~se readin oth odwisel ' s opinion with me for yottr i on 

- e oct1men t to you . 

• 

• 

-

S~P..FF : . I 11a ve hed an in t e1" view with l ~ . Fl" ed . 118 y regard 1118 the 
direction of the Orchestra, and in Iny opinion he is not fit to take 
over complete charge of the orcn stra for some time to come . However , 
I entered into an er ange1nent with hi111 that he would come here for two 
evenings a ' eek, \Ii thout 1 a:ir, and ta e over tem1 orary charge so as he 
\oJ.ld get used t the v1ork, at the same time kee1in on 11rs. Gore, our 
te o er-:,r leader so as to ~~tch tl1 t nothing av1b1ard occurs under Ill' • 
. ia.y' s direction . .rs . Gore tells me tha he is very jiggy and irregular 
in is attenaances. I em convinced t at ovtilig to his condition he cannot 
be relie upon to take com lete char e of the Orch 0 ra, and ldrz as bis 
leave terminates on the 3lst c mber n xt, I am i1clined to suggest to 
au h e hould be iv n e furt e1· extension of leave, without pay, 

fo one month; while :r • Gore ·rill contiI ue her 1 ad rship . ie cannot 

• 



afford to take any risks with the orchestra on account of I.lr . li!ay ' s con
dition, and the Board will have to come to an earl r decision as to what 
it inttends to do. I l1ave had a rather pathetic letter from 11r . 11ay who 
is very eager to get back but very nervous of his own condition. 

I regret to sey that 1.1.iss Tanya Moise iwitsch tenders us her 
resignation owing to ill health. I shall reed you her letter and wish 
to explain that I have asked her to continue her work here until the 
end of January. he is strongly of opinion that Miss Yeats will be able. 
to take over her vrork, and to give I iss Yeats the benefit of Miss 
! ... oiseiwitsch' s advice, it is sugge~ted that 1 iss hbiseiwitsch should 
continue as I iss Yeats' as~istant until the end of January, so that all 
res onsibili ty will be on 1.iss Yeats' shoulders lnd in that vrey we shall 
be able to test her• abilities. If it is agreeable to appoint 1liss Yeats 
in illiss I oisei\vitsch' s place, I would s gest an increase in her wages 
of £1 . 10. o. a v1eek after the 3lst January. 

I 

PRINTING: As a result of enquiries from Corrigan and riilson for new 
e .. timates, l have a letter r1~ont them sayir1 that they are t1nable to 
reduce their charges for the printing of posters etc., I enquired from 
other Dublin printers for estimates and find that no other Dublin printer 
is able to print the large size posters which we require. Corrigan and 
11ilsons therefore have a monopoly; but they suggest a reduction of 25% 
in their price if we agree to print our posters in one colour only. \ie 
would save about £100. a year on that proposal, but at the same time we 
must consider the attractiveness of the second colour on present posters • 
• le would lilce yot1r direction in this matter . 

LOP..N OF PROPS: 1rather Laurice of Chur·ch Street has asked me to lend 
the scenery of ''The lorkhouse . ard'' for a Charity Conert to be given 
the Theatre Royal on uWlday the 19th it·ebruary . 
Fr . I~urice will pa)r all expenses of transit etc ., 

him 
in 

• 
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LO OF THEATRE : The 1916 Veterans Association ask us for the loan of the heatre for an 11 t ~ 
on a S\veep fo1 tl e ben ~~ o~ thwoion unaay the 16th pril for a d1'av1 
r th l o e r unemployed . 'l'hey ere prepared to pay 0

7 . e c t:anin etc ·, but I heve not inad an~ decision and await your opinion. 

.. 

~-----::-~~-.:~~~.!..: s a result of a stater:ient made in e lecture by 1~ .· 
~ briel allon regar ine our financial losses; after consultation with 
........ • Blythe I had a short inter\riev1 \Vi th th · 1-res 0 contrauicti1 g his figures 
nd 

0teti~ th~ facts. In vi~w of his subsequent reply to my statement 
l have mad a second statement to the Press which appears in today' s pEiJ ers 
I heve no jntention of pm· suing the matter further, as otl!' facts are 
suf.t:\icient in reply to tl1e libellious misrepresentations • 

• 

O,v 

· Ltd ~ keen to advertise in some of the 
DV:: T:ESilJG: . .Airway~ . •, ar t d that they '~ould occupy tl1e space 

nheatre ' s publicity end . it~~~~ es ~have ask d them for £25 . o. o. 
on the becJ of ?ur· boo kine; i~f i ~ . . a r· eable to th Board l \vould 
er year for this pace, and l is 

lik to allocate them that snace . 
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TOURS_~= ---.. The Proprietor of the Theatre noyal , 1aterford ha. agreed t 
the t r " s ested by 1 e for n n a e:r.ient in 'aterfor 'for the week 0 

be inni ____ ~he 30th ?ctob r, 1939; the ter1 s being 60, on the ross 
ta • 11 y r u r thr e plays for the Jee and three I etinees . r 
ha e d for. a uara11teed sum for tv;o of the~e 2tinees , as from our 
e_ r ence r tinees r not very Pl"oductive . I have writte11 to 11'.J:' . 
Br n n that the t rms sl1ould be embodied in a f ormel Contract 
and ,~~ itir1g his i .. eply . 

Cambridge: he rt c Theatre of Ca bridee h ve \Jri tten as pin for a 
vi · t y our Co any to l"ds the nd of - ril or the beginnin of J:..y . 
I S.\re ;ritten at lengh h to the I.aneger ther ointing out the financial 

ecurit to us on such visits owing to loss at home while our main 
.............. an i· in Camb1"idge, an sue; ested that they should offer c: euarantee 

bala11ce up our finances in relation to Dublin if they are eager· to 
eve u in Cambridge . If such a uarantee is forthcoming I think we 
i ht con ider tl1 visit . Howeve1 .. , the matter shall be laced before 

:rou for 011r decisio11 before e.nythin is filially decided . 

he Contract for our visit to elfast beginning on the 
of the 4th .Jeceuber , 1939 11 s been signed by me acco1 ding to the 

i 1 er s l ter1 .s a'-Jree upon at o r last l eting. 

} 



by rieor h el ancl th vie .. ft r ' he ar .;ueen '' by enly nd ''B · rd s 
.... st' by o:>. obirj.son. I s l'"'d to sa - th t ar- c: l"e ult of corr-

ondence bet\ een n or h · els n .. TC> 1 f, ..,.. "Y'r • :;1d a ne · play 
fro'~ ~hat Euthor eerl~r 11 xt inonth. ~~~'8u..t.a(aie\tl£A..d>~,;~~ .,.0, # · lcA<~ ~ er . n ,, et v ' I J. n frv L v~ is not 
f vv~~able tc ro uction di tie o t play ep COLSilers 
it construction very loo e . , ho v-r, i. e- ~iti t la~ to 
eet itl 1rerent L ar a ho o ub ·t ·t to us also jn very 
hort time . 

~~.'(.-"ft,. ,. ~ 
:rlo UC ,IOI~: ..r . ' .r 1 ton be i s hi viorl~ here.: ,n_ th us on 

next l .onuay on tl10 pro u et ion of ''Ca ar ' s Im.e.c '' by • F . Carey . 1he 
parts of th play £r no"' bein type l an I pro ose ea tin the play 
\Vi tl r . 'hl ton on I ~nday . J_,i ttle dif icul ty \l 11 b r:countered i n 
thi..... ru t r as X> t of t e c racliers are of t . o' ej~ type and can 
therefor nsily be handl d b~ our players . 

..±risine out of the 
future pla s o ld 

• • • 
a~ in 1y opinion~ 
· on s oull onl b 

........ ~::-f b ta n i 
th t r a~on l oul 

pl'y , l ould uc-est to the Dir ctors that in 
be r ad by oth . b for rcceiv~n rzy consid ration, 
lay ~at t ·r c 1. f~el stronel y about product-

r a b in th&t event , aq xtra car ust of 
there i1 of plays likely to be produced and for 

ref r to be la 0 t ir ctor eeJ fut r p l ays . 
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REBUI ING : di Aftor con ers tion ' th r . H yes 
r di ·= the cl1c1 submitted to the inister for inance or the 
1 buildinc; of th 1l 1heatre , I sa ur . c ntce on the poss bility of° 
hi 1ecoiving a d put tion fron the Ho rd . s the i istcr is p r t-
icularly u y a the r nt tiL-iie n iA not r cei .:ng ny t t!ons 
110 invite to Jrite to h on the tter . .1 ent 1 tt r ur ing 
th in·~t r 0 ive rl co ration to our rroposal.s enn rt t he 
~a ti p& Jitin out th t e \er lo inc; 1!500 . e y r on th vecll.ncy 
of hyte ' r:- 1e11ises throueh lack of c·f"lian , nd I re :i.nded ~ • 
... "-c , 1toe in letter th t th t fact . l!l8de o m to him over 1; 'J'es.r 

o . y letter ~ ar nt on the 26tl1 in t .' an of courr.-c t er is 
not y t ti for reply • 

• 
lo , 

had 1 

h 
t h 

h 

• 



)\.4 q u 

ne 1 t; I fro r h P l"'Jrine -.... the to ttend a or ion on l hi.eh tb fJ! oint-for th ublin l' at,. be und r ai c E ion. t ro t ~ ' of th r • th t r p f nt ion. ho u. be 
• 

-t , tep t en to l rote t G in t tha ......... nt of ucl1 ln. t ctors, .. ruch p oint nts ar the forcrun or th eut bli" ent of .oosrd of t; n. or~ for th l'heetres. I · c ot keen to f'ollol u • O'Connor' s crtmon, b ing of the o !ni n th t ny protc. t fro us 10uld undoabte d.r ttention to r t in tl1 , tter c; o. po sibly 1 6d to f trth r if:ficulti c . I r ferr tl the ttcr to ~ . lily 110 and r. Jiaye n th y ereeu ith attitu e n J.. thcr fore too .. no stop. in the tter. Sinco thvn, acca1~ i t th ne~ cpors , t PJ)o1nt rent of ·ix 1nsp .. ctors for th ublin c tres he bee ma e by th lio11Joration to etc L to r po1 t to tl1e vity anaeer 011 tter<"! of 1n onency f d ob. c nit n pe ri n th Vublin stage . h vc receive no int · ti n fro the c.;orp r tion of sucl pnoi tmrnent , end of cours 1 thct cco t hE v tf ea no tops in thA m tt r, but I 11 ve given instructions to our chief tendent not to admit ny per<"'on to the ' heatro '47ithout authori"at1on ro the Office; th t , of ooui-se, does not include Corpor t_on Inspector S~apleton or tl1e Police . 
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PLAYS : nt time there a1 27 p l y in circul tion c..mong th >ir ctors , and I o tl e rnEiStly 0 ~ th t tih y oi,tld speed up the readlne of the o plAys o s to e <ble us to reach deci~ions . e re in A v r;,r b1=ld ~ y for n · or - nd ev ry end '"'VO ir I1DJ. t be d to ..... loo for th6 b st ossiblo rod 1ctions . .At preF"ont I m ~k ......... ' l on to r ad plays h eh co c in ~o to 1eed out the re ~uitable ork hich can th n be nt to th ir ctor • I think th t in future hould lle decl.i.ned until th re i n possib 11 ty e i ven to th author to e\;ri t h c- t ·ork in the h p s of n king it pl"enontable . In rucl1 a direction ~. D' l t on and y. lf c&n docto1 [J plays nd ncour cs ln'iters, inst~ad of our r cent tendency to re jcct plays too t:uthl ssly. 0'\ 1ine to the f et th t the busines. ide of t l e 'hoatre i s no i r r ul J: con r oJ. or t ntion :ueot b ven to con i d r tion and p u-suit of ood \VOrk , and if at ell po ssible I vrou] d lil\.c the ircctors to a if't u by r ading l y ... ' hie 11~ v be n i"l the.:r ds for O ti nt FS to clear UP rrc r • -
I hnv v.ri tt n to • o t o ~ th uthor of 'Ii rlt ge'' hich 1e cc pt d at 011r l t u sub j .. et to n nt • I h ve oint d out to hi: sue; e t d lter tion , d r . nt o IY is coming to rne tomor~ o o the tter • I • ' ft l t on s al~o r d the pl y a. ... es to ~ C" E"tions n both of s ill interview the author and see th t the~ ar carried into effect . However , it ~ill t k a fe "I \1100 .. s befor th s alterations can be cf cti vely carried out nd a 1 require n \ plf y for production on the 27th ebru ry I iJ\lould be lad if the ir oto1 s would h11rricd.1y r d ic\ play by u:' . ' lton .. enti t l od ''Tomorro N ve1 Comes'' . The pr li1 in ry reports fro ir ctors \ho hav 1 this l y I G c i ly f~vnurcb1e i:r th 5 ni.nf; l>ir et,, r l thin play 1. the ri jori t y ere f vour, l \lo u be ebl , if they ould 0~1er me, to pr par it for oduction 1 edi tely and it could then pr nted on the J7th b br ry - oth r sc, ith the pos~ible d€lry lterinc lr . ront om ry' pl y, ' e 11ei e no ne\'l 'rork f or r s t tion on the 27th Irebru ry. It 1 our 1ope , ·hen rre r~ .a.n pl y re dine ov€ been ov rcom , t o produce e n orl at le st ev ry three eeks . H p t rod ctions is O\lr only e U rd in th pr f' llt Olump - tl1 Pub1iC i r get !DC t o o ~. n rvivls • • 
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1 tter fro • S an O'F ol j.n aoc pt "nc; t11e 
~·t pl y n he 1 at the present time 

he hopes t o eliv r it within about s iB 
. .a.~ . lr . Geor e Shiel c- i U. o r ldng on his nc' play \ hich 1 o U. to u in bo t non th ' t im • 

• en· r Jo ton Trite~ to say t het cannot find tl1e c. of ' l" n t s uf'f' ' hie s you y o inclu e in th n xt r viv 1 o!' tl1 t play. He e rerr t o ~ be our· o wh r in his 

J u.y roo 
• ·a 

t 
no li lJ to 1· t11rn her i'or ev al \ ks . h i th ~ ho l r iv h p l y ccord~ o l iv nl r e rri 1 scene . 
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Ia- . O'Connor 
:i.n ci ... 'culation. 

~cHOOL OF CT O: Out of 73 · ppl. c--t"ons for nornb 1' i p of the 
Sc ool of ctinc r sult of our r c t a vorti ing; D: .. . D mody 
h ccept d 45 n T students, brin ine the :pre ·ent total of the 

0}1001 up to 72 student • 11 has 14 children in hi cl s for 
c il r n lld bout ten in his gaelic cleso . 'J:l1 mberF=hi.P of the 
Ga lie cl ss i~ not very sat f ctocy and I~ . D rmody ls th rctore 
c rcul ri i letter, in gaelic, to choolc, eelic l e g1J. br nche. 

dr tic soci ties askine for ·a lie students. le h ve reduc d 
f J.Or students ettend1nc the ga lie classes to 1' o c;u o s per 

s s 011, and to tl1e soon figure for tl1e uhildrens' clesces es en 
induc ent to f'urtl er 1r1embe1' hip . ceveral m.Flbers of the ordinar y 
cl ~ h ve e d f t11ey ~rould be llo J d to attend tl1e gael1c 
cl for th ordi ry fee of i ve uuin as. tr . lJ od suoe;ests 
tl1 t they sho :Ud b o llov-;red to o so. 

0 

siam_ ~ttrcl"" i ~ r School . :;x . D :;:"j tly 
• t S OI 

ffer f I t 
ll;OU.Ld B th t \70 ould 

, 4 ,., 3 ; co t ne 

my opinion 
t i -

of 
of 

the School iL no\ v ry ce:p?bly or ni nd Ilr . 
r ,;-t t e t on to tl 'o- k. 1 i. PI er ·nc for t 
pl y b, hir tuda tn 1J1ich lie 1 O.t to produce 

.r cbru ry . .. 

• 



1 0 i of I - h b Pol 0 .. h lb c n. .. , · t ·on 1ll o'f o r l" 1 for 
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1 0 of o Ir1f l 0 0 0 "b 0 c 

Ln h. i tt r n 1 con-pl el: l 1 0 0 • on a 
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O 1 n 1 ov r six p · of 
1'o tl10 :cro :; , o .:.n c. Gl o o in co tio tl1 fi1'st is: ue 

ov;r 70 . ~ . 0' onno 1 r ntly a y, l t~in the pU>iicat-
ill o t t pl ea ll f'o noth I. nth, and by that ti . I hope 
v ov r t p e o v r J.,. .1 ts , 6 ur.J..1 1 ts f inar101 1 

ucce~ • blic tio nll not t( o pl ce until th ir ctor l ve h d 
t,h 0 run ty OJ. t l;h f..1.1·st itori'"'l hicl1 Will COV01" ~tters 
of policy. 
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i1itsch il 1 'Vine us to rrow I 
b iven to 1 r today in the hal

o portunity for the 1r ctozs f formal 
action . 
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There 1s notn1ng to say aoout my Journey vo Cannes . I arri vea there 

at 4 p . w. Tuesaay . From there I t,ooK a ous to Nice arriving aoou't 

4-)U• I wantea 'tO see tne British Vice-consul 'there to see 11 

it was poss101e to remove the oody. His office ciosed at ~-I ~ out 

I I'our1d out n1s priva'te adaress ana met his v1:i.1e but ne naa no 't got 

home ana she aidn't Know wnen he would oe in . I 'then tooK anotne r 

ous to cap Mar't1n arr1v1ng at the ho'tel 'ttlere a. .1.1'tt.1.e oef'ore sev e n, 

on.Ly to oe told. that Mrs Yeats naa .i.ett tnat ar·ternoon f'or London . 

I spoKe to Mlss Matnieaon on tne pnone (ane was St,aylng with Lady 

Dorothy e.1..1.eB.Ley at Beau~iu aoout torty m1nutes by car away) . Bne 

seemed annoyea ana exc1~ea , aa1a t,hat 'they nad naa Mrs Yeats w1tn 

tnem for two nignts, had. pur, t1er on the train at, 4 that af ernoon ana 

were worn out and going to oed, but sne askeame 1f I couia to go to 

.1.unch 11ext ctay • Sne said Mrs Yeats had oougnt a grave for a year, 

that there was no nope of' my extrac'tlng 'tne bod.y ana that the Brl tl ah 

Vlce-consul in Me11~on Knew all about 1t . 
Next morning I toOK a ous to Menton getting t,here at I0-1~· 

The consul was r1ot 1n out ·1 saw n.lm about eleven . He was very 1·r1 ena 

ly - nis name 1a Dean - and I thnKed him 1·or tne ne.Lp ne haa given 

drs Yeats. He sa1d that nothing - in the question of moving tne 

ooay cou.La oe aone without Mrs Yeats consent, tnat the rormalltles 

ere very compiicatea but tnat, lt woula oe just as e~sy to remove the 



body 1n a years• time as now. 
He also Bald tnat tne regu1at1ons 

1n France require that tne Iunera1 takes p~ace 
twenty-four noure 

Bringing the body througn England to Ireland 
after the aeath. 

would also mean aaa1 tio11al. 1·orma11 ties. 
Pro oabJ.y l. n tnl s partl cw.ar 

case the Engllsn am Irish governments wou~a nave made 
special 

• 

1ac1l1 ties out we inus't remember 'that Mrs Yeats haa oeen 1n 

cease.Less attena.ance on Mr Yeat:,e r·or three a.ays and. r1ights. 

Our wire to ner C11d riot reacn ner till Just, Defore she iet·t for 

E11glana because ane naa. moved 1·rom tne noteJ. at Cap Martin to 

Laay Wellesley's VlJ.l.a. Sne was very upset that she was 11ot 

in 'time to stop my journey. A!''ter J.ur1cn M1as A1at.oi.eson arove over 

and we went to the cemet.ary at Roquebrue. A oeaut11·uJ. s1tuat1on 

n1gn over the Med1~errean. Mr. Der.moo. O 'Br1e11 wno naa oeen 

stay lr1g near Mon'te Carlo nad arranged f'or the curial service and 

ne a11a n1s w1fe ana "Lnree or four other people were at the 1·uneral • 

r caugh't "Ll1e i"our o' clocx train oack that arternoon. I tri.ea 

~o Keep my expenses as .Low a s poss1DJ.e and have furnisnea tnem to 

Mr. GorIDan. 



1IANAGER 1 S 

Tim POI •s EITH: I in ouch thi 10rnin by tel hon th oome 
of th ir ctor ·r clo i th heatr for o ~ ht 1n view ot 
th d rth of th Popa . ctor in fevour of closing and 
the ai y r .. l etr fflQ ,b 1 ouz d c.: ion they ~elt 
that ·11 ~ ortal h et e in th ttor. I subse-
que~tly r c 1v e l fro ~cc e y of th i h Cinemas 
and at:a:e lr:. ooi ·on :Jho told l hi nsociation w re not 
clo · to 1 ht vi • of tl ort o ice, ut t ~t h y l'ror J.il~ely 
to alo~ tl air Aetl .. t:" on the ~y o t o Po c' Funercl., and thoy asked 
if 1~ \ oul fs:L l j.n line ·1 h that d cision o c,, to avoid any chnrc,As 
or isr npect . ft r c t tine i:n ouch n. t,h some of our ~Jiroctors, I agre 
to 8cll in line "' th th Cinemas and heetres 1 ssociat1on' r. decision and 
informed th Gate ~'heetre to that ef ect . e er placine an enno moement 
in toxlJOrrow' ( pap r tb3 t the J bL y 11cetr ~Jlall b clo. e on the de7 
of tl1 I ope' o Funer-1. 

Let er I eport : 0 " t J l 
clo hro h 11 ctio of 
hev c to clo~ ttc h 
e p1nnle. -

fA t tl 
· • ea an 

h iety h tr ha~ decided to 
err~ 0' -'onovtin, rut t1ire.J.17 
te '!hcntre i~ :follow'ns our tr , 

.. BUII. ING : O uary 30th I ha e 1 ttor :fro i the i-ocretery to the 
n t r foi· inane . E tine that owint to pre\; ure of depertn•ute1 wark 

he in! ter 'a un bl.e to iv hi tt ntion , so far, to 011r proposals 
u·t ho he h c ..... -r_ ed th t t .. ti '""-'- a e exam.Jn on will be pushed qu1ck17 
h d 1: ill co ........ -"mic e 1 th u a uickl~ &s po('! ible. 

4 f. .... i 

~<;~.18v 
• 

crtry 
·~"'"" ~ 

~ !J..b,. ;t ~ :;{;~ a- -«.i.~ th4 G.. ~ ,.._, 

tt'JC~ ' ft, ;, . • 

_;{~ - l t::k • 
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MANAGER'S REPORT FOR FOR~I9-HT ENDI;NG 24th FEBRUARY , 1939 0 

RE-BUILDING: As instructed at the last Board Tuleeting we despatched 
to the Minister "for ~·inance e copy of the letter received from the Comhar; 
and senC to the latter body the correspondence which passed between us and 

the lfinister for ~·inance. Vie have had no further develop ements • 

C.A..h'lBRIDGE '!'OUR: On the basis of our discussions et the last meeting 
1 ~rrote to ttiggins of the canmridge Arts Theatre suggesting the plays 
proposed for our visit end so far have had no furt!1er reply. Mr . ~aul 
V. Carroll, through his egent !Jolding "right, has v.rritten prohibiting 
production of ''Shedov1 and Substance'' in England in accordance with our 

agreement with him. t 
i i th t i.ng to the many recen 

HOLY ~VE:E:K: I em strongly of op n ~~ ~ ~w e during Roly ~leek except 
closings of the 'l'heatre that v:e shou i ~~ cl~shas b~en the oustom here 
on Good Friday and on the following n ~924 a production toom place during 

to close the •1·heatre' but in ~~e tye:~idget'~ by Lady Gregory . If we d 
Holy ieek of ''The Story Broug, o enses are estimated at £150 •. ~ 
remain closed ~urine th!! :~~~~~n~~vour to cut such losses ~Y g~v~e 

circulated among you a piro1o~~n~c:~1eries, advertising , costumes etc., 
for such a production, nc u ~ 



amount to about £62 . , which is a conservative figure •. Ln 1924 when ~hi s 
play was produced our takings for five perfo11nances , including a iat1nee, 
amounted to £70 . If it is agreed to proceed with the production sugges ted 
I propose to circularise the Dublin Schools and Colleges advertising the 
play to students with admission reduced by 50~ for groups of not less 
than ten persons. gammt Such advertising sho1ud begin early in view of 
the fact that most of the Schools end ~alleges are dlosed during 110ly 
Week. lf the Boerd is not agreeable to the s gestion of that play, l 
think it should be definitely decided to have some other production i n 
the 1·heatre, and to avoid a serious loss . ''Shadov.,r and SubstanceYf might 
be produced as an alternative. 

,, 
'j1._ ~~.-,{, ciL<-~tk~ -t~f: • J/J.. ~f 14>~ Id- (,..1 /f,'lJL"tL" 

~ 

- f~Cy /~L "-'" W' LT'- ~ "--'-~~r /-~ er; ~~ 
-Cttf l'fo- f 1 c.ef.u. ~ 4">'(_ ~ .. """'-~ ~kR..L k (~ 

-
lv-.c.~i ,, .._i fr...r 

J ' ' a"-d.- ~f 
... r~~e ;J ~~ - J} 1V. J t e tl ( ... 7 11. !~--, <j ,,_ .J. 

PLAY COiifilJETI'l1ION : .L have also circulated among you t his even i ng e 
draft copy of the pror.osed advertisement anno11ncing this competition and 
if the draft is accepted 1 v1ould suggest tl1et our adver tising s hould 
include one or two insertions in the Literary Supplement of t he London 
'l1imes so that 1rish wr1 ters in England should be acquainted wi th details 
of the competition . 

Y& Jl ,...-....._ fu...,., c~ f-f..,,11V-•~( • {- f/!.,; (v( ( 4 ~ ",_( • ::,{.,_a,, h, c ,~ .._ f /~,:__! 

;.._ >-12., f-...J. . ~ ?/,,. J;, , e (}, ~ ,. ', J" ,-(_ 'J, ......_,~, ~ ~ , f.. )..,.<,. f ''-"~I, 

!'or the best play, lasting not less than 2-i hoi.1rs , by en Irish 
au~hor, the Directors offer a prize of £50 and a contract for 
production on the usual royalty basis . Contracts ere also offered 
or plays entered for the Competition which are considered worthy 

of production. 
A Co1rnnittee of .djudicators ~ill consider all plays submitted . 

ach m nuscript must be entered 11nder a mon- de pl11rne and sub
mi tted before lst Septr . 1939 . 

lays by dramatists whose work has already appeared in the Abbey 
Theetre end pleys lre dy offered to the Theatre are not eligible. 

Further p rticulnr from the Secretary. 

PROPoeED R~V~ALS: lt is quite evident that our present revivals are 
not P':111~ in the i.l1eatre durin, recent weeks , as you msy recall from 
our f1ne11c1al returns \"le are suffering severe losses . \le ha 
services of ~hree Producers end a large comp~ement of player~~ ~~~ ihe 
therefore fail to see why an attempt should not be made to pr~duce 8 



new play at l 
have been dr east every three 
i~us: ~iet o~p~~g ~~~,Some _ yc~!e~=~ta~~ ieviyals of old 
SO asrtlOUsly considerJtShVii~hlch may bear ret~e lllterva}s elays Which o re · s li~ v1va1 • iou hav 
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lNExrr \IF:H:K' s PROGR.A.MME: 'h . • rehearsal Urid.e'r lir . b'olan , 5 
1d~ re~7sed :rers1?n of ''Blinc1 oosn ' s Buff" in 

hop e that this new vercion m yre? ionddis being produced next week. We 
fore secure a second w;ek ' s ~1 ve a ed interest to the play and there-
s e:e"t a revival of pe~ ormsnce •. lf thj s is not possible I s 
wi· th great 1.J' • Dolan s production of ''Professor 'J.' im'' l ast given 

success \hen the Company wa · k · which can pr esently bear revival . s in vor • lt is t e only play 

~~ ~ /\. 73 
• D ' ALTO ' S PUY: s you are ev1are h:ir . b'. J . l cCormick 'ves cast for 

the pert of Lar Broderick in ''Tomorrov1 i~ever vomes'' by r . D' .. illton. It 
is a very heavy part - in fact the whole ple.3r is carried on t hat one part 
and the scri~t for it alone amounts to 93 pages . 1.a: . McCormick was given 
the part ten days ago to pJepared for production on the 15th March, but 
I re ret to say thet as~ . I cCorrojck appeers to be s riously ill he finds 
hin elf entirely un ble to rehearse. tie has no energy for the part , and 
to try to assist him l had already agreed to postpone the play for one 
'eek i.e. from the 6th iarch to the 13th. hr . I cuorroick appear ed more 
hopeful in vi w of that postponement, but lest reanesday he reporte~ to 

e th t not,1itl • tending hi- k eness to play he fin s he cannot ossibly 
carry on, unl ss endengering him!'elf and the Theatre by a likely breakdov.n . 



nly two weeks befor e 
i heavy and the time a\railable nov1 o and as you know As the part s so 't d t "'"'t ... n~ n ' P.., tcbn the author; 

t · it is sugges e J.w. J.'ll.L • ....,.. ld ,.,r..... "..lton to begin uroduc ion, actor·, should play the uart • 1 to J.~ • _.._._ t. an exper ienced l felt the noard would agree with the sug~es i on rehearsing the part . as the circt11nstences. Mr . LJ ' Alton is n ow in the eL-treme difficul ty und e~ i kin§i 8 very fine cheracter in the 
rehearsing with the GoIIIRany an st~o~a.1 propose that u . LJ ' Alton sh<:>uld 
Play . lf you accept this suggke f leying \V e of course , a r e saving 

5 5 o r0 ~, the wee o P • ' c ·ck r eceive i: • • • .L · d t ~lr NlcCormick. Mr . c orm1 
the salary v.rhich \'lOttld have bee~ipe l. rt~ fo; revival and feels that efter 
is carr·ying on mis as usualhin · 1~ ~: able to resun1e his old ect i vity e rel;ef from new plays e w1 
;~~ 

181 
~ur nevi play suggeste d for aster week . 

,, 
has now received his uontract ro: 

1N·Ev·1 PLAY ·. 1~ • J . 1 ... • 1• on tgo mery t h f llowing ~ E t leek . ~ propose e . o ''Heritage'' for production d ur ing ~as er 
cast for that play : 

• 

MRS . i10H'l'ON 
NA'l'HAr IEL l\J OR'l'Ol'J 
J OSHUrt i\JOHTON 
'1'01111 1/AH'!' Ill 
NANCY PET'l'IGREV~ 
YOU1~G PE1l"!'IGHEVl 
.l!;!LEEl~ l'101<'110N 
(i'om ' s life) 
ADJ\1\1 lfu...EK 
JAl'IE'2, the maid 

NIAUHEEN DE LAl\fY 
1' • J . 1\ct; OHMICK 
r.JI . J . DOLAN 
DEN I S O' DEA 
b . CHO\VE . 
C . UUSP .. CK 

t<IA lrIDONEY 
rY . 0' GO.HYJu\J 

J:t SOLIE MUIJIB'P..i~ . 

1 would like t o have this cast passed as soon as possib~ so that the 
parts can be circul~ted, which are presently b 1 ing typed, to speed up 
the work of rehearsing . 

{(_ ff-n:tv-L (( & l /j ~ ~ " 
.t'U.H1l'HF.ili r EW PLAYS : uurine the past fortnight l have written to the 
following at1thors , invitirig them to subrnit new plays to the i·heatre : 
I~ . haw, asking for his ''Geneva'' as suggested by the lete \V.v. Yeats -so far Ir . rhaw has not replied. Mr . Sean U' Gasey , and he has r eplied 
promising to let us have his n eV11 pley 1' '1'he Star t11r1·1s rted" although he 
doubts its acceptance by the Dublin audiences . ·1·0 • Denis .Johnston 
who bas completed a nevr pla:\r but has already promised it to Lord Longfo~ 
and is now putting up s uch difficult te1·ms to Langford that the latter 
may refuse to co11sider the play; i11 which event ~rr . Johns ton promise• 
to send the play to us i11u11ediately . .LO Mr . St . John uvine who rep lie 
promising us his forthcomi ulster play which h e wil l compl e te as 
soon as fr e time is available from present undertalcings. J..O Mr. 
Lynn Doyle vho has completed a rlay end is submitting it t o us next 
week. iO Mr . ~eorge Shiels who is working on e p lay which has been 
held up ov.ring to ill ht::alth but he hot es tJ let us have 1 t in the 
course of a fev1 we eks . 110 Nrrs . Yeats asking for ''Cuchulain'' b y the 
late I . B. Yeats, end she promises U!3 the play as soon as the typing ot s rne is completed. 1·0 tt . Daniel Corkery for his play ''Clan Hal vey" 
~hich is not published , end so far we have not r eceived any reply from the author . 
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A.i..J.- ;Lf \.P.,1- J,c j f..;_ 11 t A/} .... .....J_ ~«- 11.rfn.'-"-'~ 
~-t;; -f~ a_ ~;f '-rf,,..;,I'.. <vv-vJ_,(, ~ 

91."'RUsirEESHIP: I had a letter from our Sol· · 
~sk:!ng for the appointement of tv10 'I'rustees1f~t~f~o~~f ~~~~ ~oxL d 
r~~ory end W.B. Yeats. I have written to Cox telling him th:tetha Y 

me er would be placed before this meeting and had 8 reply urging e 
the appointments on the grounds of ut100st importance. 

~oL bv Bf:tv fc<.-e ofudl 

I{ 11. {. fl1 c._ L: 1~.s~ j-..-t L aew..L~ ~ 
HE UEST FOR CUP: 'l'he Secretery of the Gaelic Drama Society for 

choo s has written a lengthy letter pointing out the good cultural 
work which they are doing for the pronx>tion of gaelic drama and the 
language through their Society. ·1·hey have received promises of support 
from various organisations in the Gity in the form of cupswhich are 
offered annualy for com;i:e tition to various School Dramatic societies ; 
and as they feel that the Abbey Board are interest in their work they 
ask if we could see our way to presenting the Society wtth a Cup. I 
have replied to the Secretary pointjng out that the matter will come 
before this meeting. 1 await your direction. 

· ot our PHOTOGRAPHY· D11ring the past we have found that the services 
Photog r aphe;, 11.!tr . -Mooney, t:Be not exa ctly ~atis~~!~r~~sa~~rrt~:v:ame 
therefore invited l~essrs • Chancellors to give q f h tographinS sets 
work. 'l'hey quoted me t he sum of ·i·hree G~i~~iub~~dly o be better than 
and players in n ew pla:Y·s • ·1·he ~ork :roul rice is slightly higher • i'hey 
that presented by 1~ . Mooney buv thei~ p ,. est that they should be given 
h e asked for year ' s Contra et but . sugg i 9.l i table the 
ea~rial on 111r . D' Alton ' s new pl~y en~ if t~e :~~d ~ertainly get better 

t r ad; then should be placed v11 th t em. e 
co~licity through Chancellors than through N~oney . 
pu ~ 

tl XTI -0 ,-/..._.... 

~~=-----~-----~~---=~------

• 



sr1•P.JrF : I have had a request from t~iss Ann Clery for an increase 
in her wages from ~4. 10. O. to £6. O. o. ~iss Clery is not now a 
regular player and is only being paid week by \Veek v1hen she is playingo 
I would like the ~oard ' s direction on this matter. 
Mr . Fred Johnson is now playing most of the parts played by the late 
p . J . Garolan a11d vb ile he has certain faults at the srune tirne l feel 
that he is presently indispensable to us. ne has asked f er an increase 
in his salary from ~4 . 5 . o. and 1 have agree d to give him a 5/- increase 
f'rom this v1eek . 

t~J.. 1/.,:,, c~ ~ a..~ ~-/r~~ 
; (,.,. ,.__e,J. k i . { ' - /v. '...o-t.~ K , Cj.., (I t~ ~ v.r 7.1:..e 

ru_,, e. / F - l1.. tf (~ t 0 ,._..__r-~~ & c-e._ !I-,. f..- ~ u_, Jj t?-L .. <'1: .._,,._ t. ..._~.,... t..~ _ 

J/.. ~, , ~ L:. . ().._ (~rte.."- CL (fi..,_ ~ 6· t .1 ~ J...e. ~ '1 a, 1-:.: rr ~ ,~ t.. L 
~ ' 

/).,t~r rf.'_;, te_,t. 1-..JLIVL~ t ( (;_f! l• >L f'-'- l ,j_tf_..._ f_ :~~ l f , e ~,~ / f2. ~J 

{ v..._ {'._,:_( t~ tl ·tf...e '-'J-"2 "-C. a...J... a.-l~ "- a_ f.,__",;; 1 p.£_o,,.e.? a-.-eL-
• 

t-4 f f~ ~ >v...e ,._ f <f '" e 

~..QN..- "-c 17 u. /...._ ~ 
7 

1 f t:e Ju-e L.e f-, (~ ie-e 1L a" , 7..--~ 6(«;J 1 7 tL 

r&.. " e_ (.! ~ ' c.. t ii._ ( ,i.,.._"\. f'~ ...:. 0 ft.. /{._,.._ "- "'-"'- e. ~' .. o.1!..-

, - a-: ~j!_ r ;fa.z::.;_ c. 
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F ... ODUCTIO JQ: 
and '''l'he Vi 1 

L:r . clan · co~1·l tine rehe I · 

e ~ooin '' for ro u.ct ·on ne"'rt \leek. 

x . ' Alton · al o · ~ ively 1' h ar ·ne '' ... he He it e' by J . '" • 
Iontvo ery for pro ction u~·n ter e • er i~ v~r a ... u ry 
as to t• e visabil · ty of o. n · nc ''T e Heri a e'' on a 0 t r tur ay . 
· u rt ""ro the feet th ~ t\"10 or thl"' e of the player in the Gre ory I lay 
~ 

;ill not b v il ble for Eeste tur c:y rev "'"s a production of th='t 
play on .b .. ter atur e.y, t i day of cour i no v r... ood 011e for 
a religiou~ production, end it th refore may be advent eous if i.ve opened 
on caturcl y ith ''The Her.:. tege'', havin t11e xtr~ ttr et ion of getting 
the ~r-tu.r ay ni ht ' s audience swell a the holiday audience of ~aster 
l onday . .r . D' P.lto s cte that be ' · 11 be in & position to op n ''Th e 
Herita e '' on s er C""atur y ni ht . a 1 it the J:Soc l"d ' s decision so 
tha we c~ 1 aiv rtise . 

~il' · lJ r ody i lik v1lse is rell on the ii y v;ith his rebear·c--ing of ''The 
c-tory brou ht b .t:srig i t'' fo.... ro uction dtIT · nc: Holy ·Teel(. le have issued 
a t· "'-em n to the P~~er~ o cin play for production durinc holy 
leek, an hool and L:olle e hav 1 ;o be n c irculeri ed offeriDG f 
dm· ssdon fo~ oups ceedin ten tu ents at a 5 <Yto re uced admission 
rice . co y of th vircular letter i~ before you . ~ urth r publicity 

of ~i · 1ar n ture ill b ·v n to th press durin next week . 
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In r ~pon e to y l t o · n1ri tat ion plcJrs h ve been 
Lynn D ~le; ' . B. y at ; ) i i l Corkery; nd L7eor e ~Shiels. 

r entl ·n c · 1 cul t ·on . ~ .. lie \Ver lso 
I o. .0 rn s·1a\v n Denis Jobnfton, :n mt<?:x ta X !X!lCXX-StlE ti otg. 
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On .e b sis of ou ~election of old lays for revival r 
f er o ir .t:'or co in pro uc ion of '' Sh'" do'" nd Sub stanc~ '' 

n ou to o uce '' .1 :-_ .li hou t md '' by ugen o ' Neill; 
o of od' by s·erra . bot· plays are included ·n the approved 

fo revival . 
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PLAY COl@ETI TIOl : dvert.isem nts have been inserted in th . 
News e.i;d lrish !hie; ' Bel~ast ; the Cork Exe.miner; Irish Times e ~l~h 
a n d r ish Independent , i1th instructions for insertion on the'·1e~!~d~ress 
a nd Satw:day. o~ the next three weeks . Already repli s have been r eceiv!d 
e.nd the conditions of the 1,ompetition supplied . Co:py of the cond ·t · r e b ef'ore you . 1 ions 

'l 'ENANCY : The Irish Hallet Production Society, an adjunct of the .Abbey 
Be liet chool, has esked us t o .let the basement of the Pit Cafe to them 
f or their worlc on t he production of Ballet. ·1'he ba:sement is in a bad 
condit i on and requir es a lot of repairing and painting - this "'°rk v1ill 
be borne b y t he Societ y if we agree to tl1e letting. J_t is q_uite '"' small 
b asement and I th i nk that a '1eekly rent of 10/ - is adequate tmder the 
ci1'cl1mstances. If the Bo--rd approves of this letting I shall dre\v up a 
Contra ct overning the conditions and have it signed. 

SP...LARIES : · 1\JI' . Denis O' Dee has.,rritten me a letter stating thet he has 
a verbal w1derstanding vith t he Office to the effect that his sal~ry v1ould 
b e i ncreased by 10/ - a week f rom 1930. Since then he has receive, r:_o 
i n crease; his present salary remaininc at £4 . 10 . Od . and h~ now e.sks 
ths.t his salary be i tjcreesed to £6 . 10 . Od . per week . 1 a'\iait your 
instructions . --

• 

. f r a dinner t o be given JJR HAYES ' Di l\JNER : Arrangements s.re being made ~ dav the 2nd P.pril 
to . Dr • and Il:.rs . Hayes in . the Shelbourne Hotel on un • ue;cested the.t we 
et ? O' clock, i·n celebrati.on of their 1.arriage. .Lt 1!Jcstls v1ith General 

nd .t.rs . lua.cEntee , toge ler invite the ~nister for ]inance 
and Mrs . Ri 8hard Iuulcahy. 

• 
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SCHOOL OF - CTING: fr . Dermod reports that since our last Meeting 
ne · ... tuden h~ve been enrolled in the richool , £nd the average 

a e en i all clesses is 6550 of i~emb r<"'hip . Six 1 ours v1eel:l 
a o~e +o the Gaelic ectine clas .... but as onl five mernberu ere , 
uCCOr int: to 1:r . Dermoa.y ' r ally fluent speakel" of Irish , a good 

e 1 o-'"' i t · m is occupie 1 i.vi th the languace ituelf . nuJjJ.'t)er or 
oi.ude ""o are e _u.:r ·ng ar; to the advi ... ability of holdine e. ~11nt1ler 

Co ,.,,~ • I f t .i is et ell possible I think · t v1ould be verJ su · t-
L 1 E;. i 1 o ~ nc- n · nc:r a"'e in 0 revenue . Ih' . J rD10dy ac-ks 
· f · t · o ible "'or u o · . ue a lir.t) 1 numb~r of C rL. .i:'ica""'es 
o uecond yce.r ... 8nts \~ho h ve r r.cned a cents.in stondard of 
ro-'=' .:..c.:.ency .... 1 h l ~ ~ 1 st: ~er;! .. r- s for a en< - • - ~-~ +~{}y 
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!'HE COill rRY DR SSi Ii~R : - f \ years co 1e vrote to 1~ . George 
]'i ...i e.ur · c , ut or of ''The Countr J.Jreosnaker'' a .... i ....., fo_ the 
necessar ... er .... i ion to reduce th£ t pl y in the bbe ' , but he 

clin ot1r pro o al an che'-... ue . I 01JJ hear fro lcr- . ..rthur 
~h.:eld t ~ t ''The Countr., Dres m£ .. er'' is likely to a e r i n 
.. er · ce ir . Fitz~ .. 1Jr · c he. s e i ven p er1 is ion for uch a production. · 
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..r•.i.'ll~GER ' S IIBPOR'f FOR ~'OHT IGHI' E.t DI.NG 12th I::AY, 1939 c 

HOLIDAYS : le heve decided to clo~e the 'heatre efter the production 
of ''rl1e Silver Jubilee'' i . e . 'ith the "\Ieek beeinnill[; the 5th June; for 
three 1ee.c .... en ine 24th June . Tl1e ple ers '\Jill be re _ui1 .. ed bee ... on the 
25th June to be in reheerc-c:ls for 11h tever plsy \ie Gre pt1tting on for 
the openin of next 0 eason on the 3rd July . The question rerains un
settled e to \hether Te rhould psy our for er contract player full 
s l ry r fornerly uri!ll: th oli y period , or helf salary. ~ own 
opinion · F he~ shoul eceive full salary , b cruce theBe players 
' re i forr d b7tT e th t cl hou.[;h they er not receiving contracts 

they vrould receive thL full cnefit of the con r et • L11cidentally 
o € of the previoue contr et plEyer \hen invi t d to ccept centre.et s 

refused then. _·hose pl yers ho re ctu lly on contr" et et the noment 
ere . J . al n , s A~sist nt Pio ucer; CJrril Cus ck l ose contract 
e~ irec at the en of t ...... e hall eys an l..iss Phyllis .,ren itl o only 
r ceived B contr£ct r fortni ht e o. ~ . J . cCornic:; e1is 0' ea; 
Eileen cro 1e; Rie ooney; • £.t.U' n Delany '"'nd !:Ej' Crei 0111? for er 
contract pl ~rer are not no\.r RQtctE:lia1:t under contract althoueh receiving 
the benefits of the contrects . lJ . Shields refused e contract \lhen 
lest off re one Enc hi~ position et the resent tine is rat er Bll~~rd 
in v · c' of the feet th t be i eo only pl yillb here '\Ii t...... u" d ur .:.nt; the 

ort · h ~·nee lE~t Septe her . 1 y o~fil feel:nc; in lis c e is 
t · o 1 be ve1., _ irl~r tr ete by u if e ''e i ven _elf pajr 

ur oli y p r:oc.l , but t es natters c:re for "'-our ecision today. 

\..U\/'1.t-O ~ ~ 
jN- ~ ~fL l..r-ee-lc;, ~~(· 1n3 ?y. l/e ~..;tt_ , 

1l,~~r-ee- ~c {o-~1 1 IJ J ~(~, ~ 4~~/, cr~e 
Cw,......, le. 1 (/ty ll'.,., f.'ftM.. 1 flu. ~, .(Qi._~ 0- ~e<.V . 
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e~h ve no u r ltee th£t these leyers re 
n , ~~.tt r of foct , ·os O' Connor uho 

tl1e e .. .__._ tter ls. t J:l'ridoy , · 1 ft on s tui"da' 
London of 1hich she h d not infor11ed e . " 

·oine; to rem'"'in \rith us 
\ r. S COEplEi ning to 1-e on 
nicht for on enga enent in 

x . -.-r~ht1r hiel s haC' de no complaints to me \1h£tsoever on his 
con l. t _<?n C' . lie l s placed on h£ lf selery fro_:i the moment he began 
rel1e r ~ine 11 re , E11 of cour-~ c received full salar·y du:rine; prodtlctionso 
It is rm~o 11r thet l1e is dso l<:;;svinc us in the Autumi ef n ~~ J ~ 
a11 I do mo\ that during our recent ·1·our in the State c- , l.rr . Shields 
\1£ s v e1" - e er to et \ orl: \1118.Y fro us . He did not succeed in his 
e n e v o tU"S nd no\l falls beck on the P.bbey as the bes~t of' e bad bert,eir~ . 
I £ stron ly opposed to e.n~r convenience bein · g i ve11 to players vvho 
&re e1"el r using us as e stop- gap ui1til tl1e" .. cet other employment . l f 
le shoi.:1 then l eni ency 1e a1"c only encouree; in inai scipline c.:nd dis
loyal t in 011r o ther pla -er s \rho , if the 1.rant t <b leave us , cen al\iays 
point out to 0 11r kinder trec-tr ent of sue!! disloyal players . 

"~....,. t r>.~ eL t(p_--fh_~ . 
BEJ:FAST BROADC -ST : On last .fednesdc.-y \Teel~ I had e:n intervie\r \Tith lr . 
Sutthery of the .belfast b . B . C. H 1re.s co nmissione to Gr_ nge ell 

te il ~ r la t i ve to the _ roduct ion sid of our _ lays tr.i.roueh the !j .B .c. 
but .. 1is o'Jver:s id not e2rtend to the financial end . s a result of our 
intervie,1 I had e letter fro1nii.r . Sutthery on the 4tl1 ·nst . , confirming 
otJ.r converc-ation and subject to yo1.1r epproval . It is egr ee thc-t in 

he 1 etterc- of i)roduction the Abbey 1'hee·tre sh€ll , if desired , send up 
£ r ducer nonin t.ed by itselfitGt to as ist a11~ advise ~he b . B. C. ,.. 

ro _ucel" ..:.n 1.Jhe er ~e of any broadca t }">rod ·et ion . lt is clearly unde_ 
stoo the: t in t e caf'e of an.,.. iff rsnces of op inion the .lj . B. C. 

i ... od:ic r Ph 11 heve the ri ht o over- rule . lf, ho,1ev r, the Abbey . 
no · nee feels th t £ poin"'"" of _ \T policy i,~ .:.nvolved _heJshall.e~lein 
his- oint of v· e 1 to .r . Su"t ery pe ronall~r an .._he fin 1 dec_sion 
···11 ... be left fo_ bbit1 .. etion b t' 1 n the 1bbe:ir and ir . Sutthery, 

0118 

or oth r tr vell.:.nc i_.... i'"t ly to see the at_ er · 
. 11 b e -ree ,..,t lee ,..t eoix v1eeks 

'he Ce t for e11Jr jj . E .c · prod ict i on. sh£ f' t~ n ... B c nd no member of 
in E vc: nee to the ent · r satief c'liion °:- .e. • • f • ' t theninr; the 
t .e bbe ·1·heatre 1ilill be ii thhe~. on a t~e r~;~~e i o t ~c~;teu by us only 
cur - t PI o (. uct ion in )1:1b 1 in • ·1· 7 "" ~ 1 ad j~ t lent s for such b1"'oad
o tl cl er un e standin. tl t fl.I! nc1e bbe' J.'heetre . l proposed 
cE t ,. re at. f £ ctory to th 1:$0 r . of the - ... ~11r'.'.l. of ...:175 . p0r broad-

to .I' 
Sut ther ... th t ~haul c ve a rotiJ.nh + ...... s-~ur.,, lf th t \tas not • 1.- . c fro v ... . 11 c t, p yin e:;.'"Pense rn 8 • el - c: tl.r:t tl1 y _ ey a 

ecc t~bl to the .b .E . C; r r-p~op re .. ce llo T nee n _the A~bey 
l ... ; t_· v _l : er ~ , ti· -- t"'" ei r rofit . J..'h1s clall'l. 
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Last \veel -U"' . Louis D' P.lton \Trote n 1 t t n red is · si n tion 
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