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ank you for She .dokument utiiflad: " A S.‘,rategy For Paace And Tustice Tn

eland” which we received and studied carefully. We welcome all sincera

“empts to find g path o self~daternination and true damocracy which we .
1lave {5 a prerequisite 4o lazting peace for all thsa people of Ireland, , - -
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The jidea of a Joint declaration by the Tasiseach and the British Prim
Mntzter 1f bazed on an 3ctual programme aimed st the exarcise of ggls-
daterminaticn and democracy would.. ofzourse, be a very significant and
radical development, 1+ itz oblaciive is the establishment of an Irish s
Matlonal Democracy and the Phaging out of Britigh rule then 4% would He of -
hizteorical importance, T S S e . : 3
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L studying this document ws havs found ) éégrae nfiambighi‘f which S
ing and open to a fultitude of interpretations, For Republican e e
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*ivists and Natiopnalisis to giva this doc&ment'realistic consideration
ere must be clarity on the most fundamental fzsue of naticnal gelf- g
términation, RS i i Lo :
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In attempting to find agreemeny 2a the isaves. the presen’. method of :
communication {s, we, think yﬁu‘wi11~agree, unsatisfactory. Meetings between sl
nominees would be a wuch vetter and more frujtful way %o proceed.\ug

declaration, :
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Such-mentinga would, islqne,of tha~primary'tasks.coneider'redrafting the
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A Joint Declaration by the British Prime Minister and the Taoiseach.

The Dritith Prime Minister and the Taois;:ach ulnowlcdge‘ that the most urgent and
jmportant challenge facing the people of Ireland, North and South, and the British
and Irish Governments together, is finally to overcome the legacy of history and to
heal pastconflicts and dillerences, recognizing that past failures t0 setile
‘relationships between the people of both islands satisfactorily has led to continuing

tragedy and sulfering.

They heligve {he development of closer European unity, which will result in the
elfective remaval of horders, fundamentally changes the nature of British-Irish x
relationships and removes the basis of the historic conflict still taking place within lh.;
confinesof Northern Ireland. These developments, and the fact that both parts of
Ireland will in the future be the only considerable territory inthe Commuhity without
fand links lo {he other countries and regions, will intensify the need for both parts of
Ireland to be united in theit approach lo all major issues, which affect the future of

all the people of Ireland, North and South, in the context of the new Europe.

Both the British Prime Minister and the Taoiseach are convinced that \he ending of
conflictand healing of division can make a huge positive contribution to the future
welfare and prosperity of both parts of Treland, as well as bring to 3an end the last
remaining divisions in a European Community that has already ended more deep and
bitter quarrels. Both of them recognise that the ending of division can only come
ahout with the agreement and co-operation of the people North and South. They
therefore make 3 solemn commitment o use all their influence and resources 10
c-u:\le sn atmosphere which will foster agreement and reconciliation, and to promole

intensive co-operation.at all levels to strength the p of agreement and

achieve closer unity of purpose.

The British Prime Minister reiterates on behalf of the British Government that they
have no selfish, strategic, poli(inl or economic interest in Northern Ireland, and that
lh:ir sdle inlerest is to see peace, stability and reconciliation established by
agreement among the people who inhabit the istand. The British Government
lékno-c;_led;e it is the wish of the people of Britain to see the people of Ireland live
lo;:.lh:"' in unity and harmony, born of agreement with respect for their diverse
tudili:;-ns. and with full recognition of the special links and the unique relationship
which Exist between the peopizs of Britain and Ireland.

The T_aoiseuh, on behalf of the Irish Government, accepls that the exercise of the
demacratic right of self-determination by the people of Ireland as a whole cannot in
practice be achieved except with the agreement and the consent of the people of
!"lmuum Ireland and that it mustconsistent with justice and equity, respect the
democratic dignity and the civil rights of both ¢ ities, whether

j ity or

minority. The Trish Govémmcnl would, accordingly, commit themselves to working,
in the spirit and on the basis of the Report of the New Ireland Forum, lo create
Institutions and structures, which while respecting the diversity of the people of
Ireland would enable them o work (ogclhir in all the areas where there is substantial

common ground. This would help to build the trust necessary for an agreed future

“Jeading to a closer form of unity by agreement. Such unity would of course, require
institutional recognition of the special links that exist between the peoples of Britain
and Ireland as part of the \otality of relationships, while \aking account of the newly

forged links with the rest of Europe.

In order to promote these aims the Taoiseach has indicated to the British Prime

Minister his intention of establi hing a per nt Trish Ci {

in order to

consult and advise on the steps required to remove the barsiers of distrust which

divide the people of Ireland and which stand in the way of the exercise in common of

“self«etermination o an equal basis, The Coavention would be open (o all

demacralic partics in Ireland, who share the objective of 3 united Ireland achieved
peacchully {hrough democratic sel(-determination, of who wish to share in dialogue

about lreland's political fulure and the welfare of all its people.

Note:

11 the Brilish Government are unable 10 accept a Joint Declaration, the Irish

Government will proceed lo setup the Convention with the further objective of

planning and implementing the policies required to persuade the British Government
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mha Taoviceach and the Prime Minister acknowledge that the most
urgent and important issue facing the people of Ireland, north
and south, and the British and Irish governments together, is
to remove the causes of conflict, to overcome the legacy of
history and to heal the divisions which have resuited,
recognising that past failures to settle relationships between
the peopie of both islands satisfactorily has led to
continuing tragedy and suffering.

They cons.der’ that the development of Europeau Union
fundwnentally changes the nature and the context of pritish
1rish relationships and will progressively remove the basis
of the historic conflict still taking place in Northern
ireland. The challenges and opportunities of European Union
will, of themselves, require new approaches to serve interests
common to both parts of Ireland.

The Taoiseach and the Prime Minister are convinced of the
inestimable value to both their peoples of healing divisions
in Ireland and of ending a conflict which has been soO
manifestly to the detriment of all. Both recognise that the
ending of divisions can come about only through the agreement
and co-operation of the people, North and South, representing
both traditions in Ireland. They therefore make a solemn
commitment to promote co-operation at all levels. It is their
aim to foster agreement and reconciliation, leading to a new
political framework L[ounded on consent and encompassing the
whole island.

The British Prime Minister reiterates, on behalf cf the
British Government, that they have no selfish, strategic,
political or economic interest in Northern Ireland, and that
their sole interest is to see peace, stability and
reconciliation established by agreement among the people who
inhabit the island. The British Government recognise and
accept that the people of Ireland have the right collectively
to self-determination. We regret that the people of ITreland
have been divided on how to exercise that right and we regret
in parkicular the heavy price that the people of Ireland,
particularly the people of the North have paid for that
division. We also regret any mistakes or fajilures by past
British Governments that may have contributed to that
‘division. :

iiow:ver, the past is over. Let us look to the future.
We would naturally, as we pelieve would the whole world, like

to see the people of Ireland reach agreement on the exercise
of self-determination. We have already made clear that 116 &

such agreement took the form of Irish unity that we would
legislate for it. Whatever form such agreement takes we would
therefore naturally endorze and we underline that it must be a
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matter for the collective agreement of the people who inhabit the
island. Indeed we will do all in our power to encourage such
agreement and in particular to persuade the people of Northern
Ireland that such agreement is in their best interest as.well as
everyone elses. We are more than willing to take immediate and
appropriate steps to create the conditions and climate.for
such agreement providing for consensus and reconciliation.

We have no doubt that any such agreement should reflect and
give clear expression to the common interests in today s

world of the people of Ireland North and South, respecting
their diverse traditions and recognising the special linkg and
unique reltionships which exist between the peoples of Britain
and Ireland.

The British Government deeply regrets the failure of
Successive British Governments to achieve agreement on all
relationships to the satisfaction of the people of Ireland.
We will do all in our power to succeed this time.

5 The Taoiseach, on behalf of the Irish Government, considers
that the lessons of Irish history, and especially of Northern
Ireland, shows that stability and well-being will not be found
under any political system which is refused allegiance or
rejected on grounds of identity by a significant minority of
those governed Oy AL He accepts, on behalf of the Irish
Government, that the democratic right of self determinaticn
by the people of Ireland as a whole must be achieved and
exercised with the agreement and consent of the people of
Northern Ireland and must, consistent with justice and equity,
respect the democratic dignity and the civil rights of bhoth
communities.

& The Irish Government accordingly commits itself to working in
the spirit and on the basis of the Report of the New Ireland
Forum, to create institutions and structures which, while
respecting the diversity of the people of Ireland, would
enable them to work together in all areas of common interest.
This will help to build the trust necessary to end past
divisions, leading to an agreed and peaceful future. Such
structures would of course, include institutional recognition
of the special links that exist between the peoples of Britain
and Ireland as part of the totality of relationships, while
taking acccunt of newly forged links with the rest of Euvope.

7 In light of their joint commitment to promote the forgoing
objectives, the Taoiseach has indicated to the Prime Minister,
his intention of establishing a permanent Irish Minister, his
intentiqn of establishing a permanent Irish Convention to
consult and advise on the steps required to remove the
barriers of distrust which atpresent divide the people of

Ireland and which stand in the way of the exercise in common
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by them of self-determination on a basis of equality. It will
be open to the Convention to make recommendations on ways in
which agreement, as defined in the Forum Report, and respect
for the rights and identities of both traditions in Ireland,

can be promoted and established. The convention will be
governed by the authority of Bunreacht na hEireann, and the
institutions establVished under it. It will be a fundamental

guiding principle of the Convention that all differences
between the Irish people relating to the exercise in common
of the right to self determination wili be resolved
exclusively by peaceful, political means.

The convention will be open to all democratically mandated
political parties in Ireland which abide exclusively by the
democratic process and wish to share in dialogue about
Ireland's political future and the welfare of all its people.
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