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SUBSTANTIVE RESPONSE

1. Your message of 2 November is taken as being of the greatest

importance and significance. The answer to the specific question

you raise is given in paragraph 4 below.

2. We hold to what was said jointly and in public by the Prime

Minister and the Taoiseach in Brussels on 29 October.

A copy of
the Statement is annexed.

There can be no departure from what is
sald there and in particular its statement that there could be no
secret agreements or understandings between Governments and
organisations supporting violence as a price for its cessation and
its call on them to renounce for good the use of, or support for,
violence. There can also be no departure from the constitutional
guarantee that Northern Ireland’s status as part of the United .

Kingdom will not change without the consent of a majority of its
people.

3. It is the public and consistent position of the British

Government that any dialogue could only follow a permanent end to
violent activity.

4. You ask about the sequence of events in the event of a total

end to hostilities. 1If, as you have offered, you were to give us

an unequivocal assurance that violence has indeed been brought to
a permanent end, and that accordingly Sinn Fein is now committed
to political progress by peaceful and democratic means alone, we
will make clear publicly our commitment to enter exploratory
dialogue with you. Our public statement will make clear that,
provided your private assurance is promptly confirmed publicly
after our public statement and that events on the ground are fully
consistent with this, a first meeting for exploratory dialogue
will take place within a week of Parliament’s return in January.

5. Exploratory dialogue will have the following purposes:
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PROCEDURAL ANNEX

1.

This Annex covers procedural questions concerning the

exploratory dialogue which may be initiated on the basis, and only
on the basis, that violence has been brought to a permanent end,
and that a private assurance to that effect has been given, and

confirmed publicly, and which has been demonstrated to have been
put into effect.

2. The sequence of events would be as follows:

(1)

(ii)

(111)

there is an unequivocal private gggurance that
violence has been brought to a permanent end, and
accordingly that Sinn Fein has affirmed that it is

henceforth committed to political progress by peaceful
and democratic means alone;

soon after receiving the necessary satisfactory
assurance, and on the assumption that events on the
ground are consistent with this assurance, we will
make a public statement, indicating our agreement in
principle to enter exploratory dialogue in January
provided the private assurance is promptly confirmed

publicly and continues to be demonstrated on the
ground;

if a genuine end to violence is brought about within
the next few days, a first meeting for exploratory
dialogue would take place within a week of
Parliament’s return in January. This interval is to
demonstrate the genuineness of the ending of violence,
and the meeting will only take place if events on the
ground have remained consistent with the assurance
that violence had genuinely been brought to an end.
Logistical arrangements (e.g. venue, transport,
security and other administration matters) will need
to have been settled shortly beforehand.
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(i) to explore the bagisg upon whic

Process;

(ii) to exchange views on how Sinn Fein would be able over
a8 period to Play the same Part as the current
constitutiona) Parties in the pPublic life of Northern

(iii) to examine the Practical consequences of the ending of

4

e
that violence has been brought to an end, we shall assume that you
" are assenting to the basis for Proceeding explained in this note
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PROCEDURAL ANNEX

1. This Annex covers procedural questions concerning the

exploratory dialogue which may be initiated on the basis, and only
on the basis, that violence has been brought to a permanent end,
and that a private assurance to that effect has been given, and

confirmed publicly, and which has been demonstrated to have been
put into effect. :

2. The sequence of events would be as follows:

(1) there is an unequivocal private ggsurance that
violence has been brought to a permanent end, and
accordingly that Sinn Fein has affirmed that it is

henceforth committed to political progress by peaceful
and democratic means alone;

(ii) soon after receiving the necessary satisfactory

assurance, and on the assumption that events on the
ground are consistent with this assurance, we will
make a public statement, indicating our agreement in
principle to enter exploratory dialogue in January
provided the private assurance is promptly confirmed

publicly and continues to be demonstrated on the
ground;

(11i) if a genuine end to violence is brought about within

the next few days, a first meeting for exploratory
dialogue would take place within a week of
Parliament‘’s return in January. This interval is to
demonstrate the genuineness of the ending of violence,
and the meeting will only take place if events on the
ground have remained consistent with the assurance
that violence had genuinely been brought to an end.
Logistical arrangements (e.g. venue, transport,
security and other administration matters) will need
to have been settled shortly beforehand.

4___________;:3------llllllllIIIlllllllllll.llllllllllllllllllllll
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4. It is for €ach party to decide who should Tepresent it at this

and at subsequent mee
may of course be chan
wishes.) 71 is assunm

S. At the first, and
delegatiop 8ize or ot
with the agreement of

tings, (The Composition of each party‘g team
ged from time to time, ag each party

any Subsequent, exploratory meeting the

her logistical arrangements cap be modifieq
both parties,
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JOINT STATEMENT OF 29 OCTOBER 1993

1. The Prime Minister and the Taoiseach discussed a range of

matters of common interest, with particular focus on Northern
Ireland.

2, They condemned the recent terrorist outrages as murderous and
premeditated acts which could serve no end other than to deepen
the bloodshed in Northern Ireland.
sympathy to the innocent victims,
been injured or bereaved.

They expressed their deep
c¢hildren, women and men who had

3, The Prime Minister and Taoiseach called for restraint from all
members of the community in Northern Ireland; expressed support
for the security forces in their fight against all forms of

terrorism; and noted the recent successes of cross-border security
co-operation,

4. They utterly repudiated the use of violence for political
ends, Their two Governments were resolute in their determination

to ensure that those who adopted or supported such methods should
never succeed.

5. The Taoiseach gave the Prime Minister an account of the
outcome of the Hume/Adams dialogue, in the light of the Irish
Government’s own assessment of these and other related matters.
They acknowledged John Hume’s courageous and imaginative efforts.
The Prime Minister and Taoiseach agreed that any initiative can
only be taken by the two Governments, and that there could be no
question of their adopting or endorsing the report of the dialogue
which was recently given to the Taoiseach and which had not been
passed on to the British Government. They agreed that the two
Governments must continue to work together in their own terms on a
framework for peace, stability and reconciliation, consistent with

their international obligations and their wider responsibilities
to both communities.
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6. Against this background the Prime

Minister ang the Taoiseach
reaffirmeq that;

ret agreements or understandinga
between Governments ang organisations Supporting

violence as a Price for itg cessation;

use of, or Support for, violence;
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