MR. ESMOND Thomp-
son, the former Convention
member for  Mid-Ulster,
has said that to maintain
the link with Britain is to
actively assist in .the
downfall of Northern Ire-
land.

“After 20 years of active
membership of the official
Unonist Party, I can see
no ‘benefit in the Union,”

he said.

Also speaking in Mid-
Ulster, Mr. Ivan Cooper,
the SDLP member, said
the British were slowly
extracting themselves from
Northern Ireland.

Mr. Thompson claimed
at a meeting in Cookstown
that the only  pelitical

method left open fo Union-
ist politicians was to con-
front Westminster with a
demand for implementation
of the UUUC Convention
report, ‘or to negotiate
independence. There was
no other way in which the
Protestants of Ulster could
maintain their identity and
culture. ‘
Independence, 'he said,
would give them the right
to decide "their own dest-
iny; to defend themselves

Security

The present British
security policy of seeking
to achieve the primacy of
the police, in the absence
of the necessary political
progress, was likely = {0
“lead only to confrontation
in Northern Ireland, Mur.
Michael Canavan, ihe
SDLP spokesman on law
and order, said last night.
The policy, he said, was
described: publicly ‘as a
policing one, although it
was really intended to
drastically reduce British
military involvement.
Official sources quoted
the  rising number of
people charged as an
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as a people and a nation
by their own efforts and
restore respect for the law;
to .decide their own taxes
and rates;"to work where
and with |, whom they
pleased within the
Province; to elect those
they trusted; to have a
full franchise; to use their
financial resources for the

beneft of all; and to
practice . the religion of
one’s choice, or none at
all.

He added: “In our own

hands we could stop the
campaign by the IRA and
lay again the foundations
on which we could invite
investment.”

In the transitional
period there ~ would be
bloodshed, and belt-tight-
ening, but the time of
drift and indecision would
be over. There would be
no looking over their
shoulders to see who was
coming to help — it would

policy attacked

indication of a return to
normality. Surely crime
was rising too, he said,
and in many cases charges
were subsequently dropped
or reduced.

“The vital figures are of
those convicted, These
have, however, never been
released,” he said.

Mr. Canavan challenged
the Government to deny
that 95 pc of the RUC was
drawn from the majority
and was totally unre-
presentative of the com-
munity at large. He was
not encouraging violence
against the RUC, which his
party condemned, but in-
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be a matter of standing
together against whatever
enemies might come.

According to Mr. Cooper,

who spoke in Strabane,
the British withdrawal
would not happen
dramatically or with a
declaration of intent —

but the slow process of
withdrawal wags already un-
der way.

The recent announ-
cement of an expanded
role for the RUC in parts
of Belfast, coupled with
the increased use of the
UDR was fangible
evidence, he said,” even
though the British would
insist, as it had done in
other colonial situations,
that it was not with-
drawing.

And  he claimed very
few tears would be shed
on  either side of the
Northern community once
the process of extraction
became apparent. But
politicians should be pre-
pared to discuss the con-
sequences, and consider if
a formula for living fo-
gether could be created in
a post-withdrawal situation.

dicating  real difficulties
which must be faced and
not ignored,

Continued pursuit of the
policy without  political

Rail link
inquiry

A PUBLIC inquiry is
be held ke



A major row is ex-
pected to blow up at
Westminister on the

continuing talks
between the Govern-
ment and Provisional
Sinn Fein, the political
wing of the
Provisional IRA.

MPs are likely to express
anger at contacts being
maintained at a time when
RUC and Army personnnel
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are being murdered by the
Provisional IRA, and while
the terrorist bombing cam-
paign is still going on.

Mr Airey Neave, Conser-
vative spokesman on
Northern Ireland affairs,
and his deputy, Mr John
Biggs-Davison, had a 45-
minute meeting in London
yesterday with Mr Merlyn
Rees, Secretary of State.
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Later, Mr Neave said:
“During the meeting we
received no assurance from
Mr Rees that talks with
Provisional Sinn Fein will
cease. We regard this as ex-
tremely serious, as it gives
the impression that, in its
turn, the Government is
really determined on this ac-
tion,

“We propose to question

him in the House of Com-
mons on this, and press him
to confirm or deny whether
these talks are taking place.
These talks are resented not
only here, but in
Dublin.”

“We are now at a stage
where we are deeply dissa-
tisfied with what is being
done.”

In a recent attack on Mrs
Maire Drumm, the vice-
president of Provisional
Sinn Fein, Mr Rees accused
her of acting like one of the
women who sat beside the
euillotine durine the French

DIAMOND

BROOCH
COULD BE

YOURS

A fabulous diamond
brooch is top prize in the
Belfast Festival competi-
tion starting in the News
Letter next Monday

This Chamber of Trade
competition is fun to enter,
it's free and it's exclusive
to our readers

As well as the £500
brooch from John H. Lunn
(Jewellers) Ltd., there are
exciting prizes for runners -
up’

* A return flight to
London by British Airways
TriStar PLUS a nightout at
a famous cabaret spot.

* ‘A shopping voucher
for £50 to spend at ‘Rags’
of Royal Avenue

To enter, all you have to
do is complete the entry
forms published in the
News Letter from Monday
until Friday next week.

So make sure of your
copy of the News Letter
every day
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