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THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MR. C VOLUME TWO Y B INETS

Paltley has probably been respon51b1e for about 200 11ves. Why doesn't the

Secretary of State ask him to confirm that he has never been involved in or

associated with violence?

The ‘gap between the NIO and the NIO representatives still seems wide. There is
no apparent realisétion of the Irishness of the problem.

The visit of Mr. Rees to the UDR, just after Magherafelt is craéy. Anyone knowing
the UDR;‘such as Catholics living in the Magherafelt area, know they are total
supporters of the Loyalist cause.

(speaking of the Conveﬁtioh) |

Britain has spent about £1 million in convincing the man in the street that the
terrorists were terrible persons. What I have been trying to do is to get the
terrorists to think of themselves like that, but one can't do it by kicking them
in the balls, They can't run things, but to tell them so'méreiy makes them mad.
When the British go through the motions of, for example, praising Paisley,

saying the Convention may not succeed, buteees. .well...

If the British get peace with the Provos, what can the SDLP do?: If the British

get peace with the SDLP, w111 the Provos simply go away?

They are frightened of the development of an establlshment. The PIRA did not have

the understanding of British political sophistication. The stress on "goodies"

wes to enablejthevPAé to go on living to learn. The PAC now see‘that even if the
British do go, leaving a new establishment in charge; that new establishment
cannot bevof their own making. They'waht to discover this byraccidentyebut it

is being buiit in front of their eyes. The British are providing the flow.

For example; s I 4 seée form of agreement came from the Lo&alist;sDLP cembination,

the basis of it is likely to be the hammering of the Repwblicans. Maybe some

prod extrehiéfs will be hammered‘as well; the prods can live with this because

they have a‘toehold in the Loyalist camp, but the Republicans cannot live with it.

The SDLP is 1rre1evant, because they only have the votes. What have the SDLP done
to stop the violence? They have tried to see 0'Connell and co. and have been
turned down flet,‘because @n previous occasions they have been too clever by

half,
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The Press is building the Convention into a sort of parliament.
g [

British and Provisional aims are the same: a peaceful country, north and south,
with developigg institutions and a cooperative and peaceful comme¥ce with Fhg-
land. The tragedy is that the Provos are on their way back to war torachieve what
they can get more quicly by peace.
McCallion agrees that the tail is now wagging the dgg. But make no mistake,the
leadership is still strong enough to maintain control. The problem is that they
have lost faith in the talks. They are so used to war, they don't understand the
pPeace,
The Provisional Sinn Fein is out of the limelight. Much capital, but no publicity
was made out of the return of the Price}sisters. In the last few weeks you have
taken it all away.
.The greatest thing is that HMG should show generosity towards the PIRA - some sort
of recognition. The Loyalists have recognised tbe PIRA enough to talk to them,
Craig has sent messages and so have the UDA. Sd ha&e the SﬁLP. So why not HMG?
What is there agalnst it? The biggest step forward would be the courage of
recognition that the PIRA ;ctually exist. In every type of British attitude
towards ¥x¥x the N.I. situation‘is the implication that the "bad terrorists" will
go away or stop being "bad terrorists". There i; no reference to the good work
being done by the PAC, : ‘ :
(The point was made that too much praise‘of thé Pxovisionéls by the British would
sign the leadership's death warrants)
If the Brltish praise the PAC without providing "goodles" 1t would destroy the
PAC. But for example, the closure of Long Kesh could be ascribed ?o the Priviomiona
IRA'é discipléne. The PAC ahd PSF must get some credit for the prégress that has
been made. W, |
The tragedy is that certain leading Provos are wholly convinced that they have
to go back to war because they are being "drained" and_weaned away.fromdviolence.
Yet they want t9 be "drained and weaned away - but not‘"in front of the\children".
The worst.case for the Provisiona®s would be if m;etings cqnti#ueg thr9ugh¢ut July

with the British, There would be a long series of minor concessions - say four
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lots of 15 out of Long Kesh, 2 back from UK and the usual small-minded things
with the RUC and UDR. ‘Into an August situation where, say, 50 detainees were let
out followed by an understandable slowing down, because of the last 100 or so.
Then another two back from Fngland. Meanwhile, more and more news coverage of
the possibility of an agreed solution in the Norht. And this running parallel

to British utterances that HMG would welc ome any form of peaceful outcome. In
Séptamﬁer a major heave on detention. Denunciations of sectarian murders by the
protestarts, The Catholic bishops say "we must‘not go back to killings". The lead
up to the SDLP éettliﬁg for some sort of power,'reestablishing the RUC and then
HMG delaying on certain sections of the report till about Christmam. All that
time it has been.daily more difficudt to keep the Prowo militarists inder control,
with no real sign of a "new Ireland". Tﬁe minority population would be saying,
“It's the dld Stormont, but at least it's better than bombs". The Provos would
then feel that they had to reactivate the war, but would be hamnnted by the fiasco
of 1956, ’

If ‘the British give the Provos what they want, they'll have to go throggh some of
that anyway. \

If the Provos get the glory, they know they can't run the country.

There are major gaps in Pfovo thinking about the end of the roaé. They thought that
the real answer for Ireland was'British disengagement. Their policy was directed
initially to the military defeat of the fhglish, but it bacame immediately apparent
that this was impossible. More slowly it beeame apparent that the British Army
couln't militariiy defeat the Provos. From the time that they accepted that,

Provd violence was aimed at producing a hegotiating situation. Then came Feakle,
AExSRMEXRTARE At some stage, they realised, fighting must stop and after Fgakle was
"as good a'time as any. They then set about trying to tie down the truce situation,
not based on what might happen, but on what had happened in the past. There was
total stress on freedom of movement.

The next néw point is that you don't get to run a country overnight. This was a
victory I achieved 18 months ago after 1% years' haré work.

The Provos hoped for a continuing dialogue in a peaceful atmosphere, which would

have enabled HMG to cut the ties with N.I. smoothly. HMG refused to accept the



PSF as people they-could really negotiate with. The P¥ovos wan?ed recognition

as the only legitimate opponents of British rules (%ﬁ:ge was a situation where

it was obvioué thekBritish were goi?g because of a gualifieé nationalism, that

is Republicanism, The Loyalists woulq have exploded. Agreed, An open declaration
could have caused ser%ous trouble., But HMG went to the other extreme and this

has caused serious troublees We are talking about a question of degree.

I would not be a party to creating Provo rule in Northern Ireland. It's not on,

It can't happen and it won't happen.

There are daily,opportunites for praise of the PSF. It is not taking anything from
anyoqe else to use thg.opportunitel.

The ideal WOu;d be a new constitution that accepts British withdrawal and gives

the PSF 4-5 seats out of about 19 Cgtholic seats in a new assembly.

Is it not iq British interests to satisfy the Provos? There is plenty in the kitty
to satisfy the Provos without harming the Loyalists or the SDLP.

All we can do is to get it back on the rails, but the British muﬁt theh‘change their
attitude, I mant to see the Provisionals ashamed to talk of violence., Ultimately
a small section will break away,

(on the question of talks)

The reiq has been left slack. McCallion and.O'Brady are against the suspension.
Drumm, McAirt, Maire Drumm and McKee don't want it either. They want to be the
deliverers of Ireland. Why don't you say to them "All right. What do you want
delivered?" Dangerous, butfgfter two sentences, they would get stick,

The analysis of the Convention is iqpressive, but I can't use ¥t without big move-
mente. Unlgss I have that, I can't even get their attention, or keep it,

A pbssible thing would be a copbination of pgrsonal praise at the talksrand a
promise of the closure of Long Kesh by about September, Tell it to them in the
closest confidence; they like it that way and can work with it better., Iater on

a public hint could confirm it and so give them a boost too. The sort of things
to say are; "There is no doubt thgt the IRA campaign was horrific; there is equally
no doubt that Fince the cease-fire, the cessation of violence has been genuine and
sustained..." or "Ofgen the ability to turnﬁviqlepce into pe%9e5u1 progress is

not regognised as it is happening...."
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There are lots of opportunities arfund for this sort of thing if the right
attitude is there. Like looking for grass. There's lots of it around.

After the initial cease-fire, when it seemed to you that you hag given the whole
world away, was it easier or more difficult?

If we get through this, there will be another serious crisis in the autumn. At
all times, there is a lobby whose sole task is to keep the British involved and
paying. They'll be at peack in September - October, when some form of clarity
begins to emerge from the NI sitvation. It is essential for HMG to have built
enough confidence into the system, prior to that to get us over that hump.

If thereis no movement, there will be no resumption of talks and thatAwill mean
war. If there is a war, there will be a gradual build-up to make it appear to be
the fault of the British. There is no point in doing this when Craig is on hol-
iday, but the weapon build=up has to start now.

The Provos don't talk about detainees, not because they're not interested, but

becamse they don't want to be accused of bargaining with detainees.
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