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Some time after the nights and P-P- to break the news to mother,
days of horror Nora Loughnane but he was overcome with grief; he-

(Sister Patrick as she was to Walked up and down the road '@
become) wrote an account of Mmany times but could not bring | .

those terrible events which is himself to tell a mother that her
preserved in the archives of the tWo sons had been done to death
Galway University Library. for no reason. As Jack Halloran
This is her record of that had told me I was expected in
memory: In the year 1920 I was
assistant teacher in Currandulla h2d to tell mother the truth and I
G.N.S. about eight miles north of Must say she took it bravely.
Galway. On the night of Thursday, <
November 25 I had a vivid dream S€u¢ and gave  comfort and
in which I saw my brother, Pat, SUPport.
battered and bleeding I wondered
was it a presentiment. I knew that

laid in Hynes bam, aw the house

in d. both in the
N s b e had ben bumeéed a few nights

Sinn Fein movement and Pat had
been an active member of  the 2 ;
Land League. Pat had been advised (Willie and Michael Hynes were
not to sleep at home but he would Volunteers).

Kinvara to identify the bodies I l
Father Nagle then came to the I

Dok Hallotan and Joha Matling |
took me to Kinvara by sidecar. |
both he and my younger brother The bodies of Pat and Harry were l

before by the Black and Tans.'

Memo ,.,'e‘s Of Nights And Da ys
—Of Terror |

not leave his brother in danger,  Although
and both could not go and leave
their mother alone.

I had heard of |
atrocities committed by the British -
army in Ireland I was not prepared

On the following Tuesday, [of What I saw that night. '[wol

November 30, a letter from a chamed mutilated bodies! Were

cousin, Michael Healy, told me these my beloved brothers? |
that the Black and Tans had come Hary’s face was recognisable, |

unawares on the aftenoon of athough the upper part was

Friday. November 26 while battered but the physique was his. ! ‘
threshing _operations _‘were in I could only thank God who gave §
% that they h: g urage
Pat and Hamy,

tray ‘their ’campa'nions in
Baracks with underclothes for fight for freedom.

them, that she had been told the  Later in the night the coffins
boys had been taken to Galway Were brought, the bodies were laid -

other had
ort R.LC.

o | Loughn,

death of Sister Patricia
ane, a member of the
Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of
Apostles, Castlemacgarrett,
Claremorris recalls.one of the most

and would I kindly make enquiries
about them. (I was nearer to
Galway than my sister, Kate, who
was Principal of Corofin G.N.S.,
Tuam). The news brought back my
dream of the previous week and I
did fear for Pat’s safety and indeed
for both.

in them and taken to the Parish'
Church in Kinvara. Volunteers
kept guard all night.

brutal and traumatic inidents of
| the Black and Tan war in the
western region.

' She was the last surviving
Imember of her generation of the
Loughnane family of Shanaglish,
Co. Galway, two of whom were
I murdered in particularly shocking

HOME TO SHANAGLISH

Next morning, Monday,
+ December 6 Mass was offered in

" cycled to Galway as I intended to

Father Tom' Hosty, P.P. who Kinvara for the souls of Pat and
was school manager allowed me Harry. In the early afternoon two |
off for the day and kindly sent his hearses came . from Gort. People |
horse and sidecar to take me to Were assembling for the funeral
Galway. The RIC. at Eglinton Which left Kinvara about 3 p.m., |
Street could = give me no te cortege growing as we
information I went to the jail: the Proceeded. At Gort a big number
boys were not there. What to do? aw,zl“_j::d lrl:;nams were taken 10|
People were afraid to talk. A : 2 :
friexl:d, Mis. Cosgrove of Wood Shanaglish Church, opposite w.h.lch'
Quay (formerly Kathleen Keating 1S Our home. By then my sister,
of Lough Cutra) told me of all the K2t¢ had arived from Corofin. |
rumours, and that a thorough Yolunteers kept guard all night in ]
search was being made and she ﬂ‘? Churcl} m.-ld fr!ends anfi
would let me know the result. I nejghbours femained with us until '

went back to Currandulla. mormoe. i
On Saturday, December 4 I A large plot was taken in the'
new cemetery and the graves were
t dug by wanted men as others kept |
no information about the fate of Watch. About 10.'?0 d o py
the boys. Rumours there were in f’f R‘!'C' and military arrived to
plenty and people had no hope of investigate. They opened to coffins
finding them alive. In desperation, @ Presence of Fr. Nagle and
I went to Lenaboy House, p_eople who had came to pray. The
Headquarters of the Black and sight of the bodies shocked all
Tans, and asked to see the officer Present. Fr. Nagle accused the
in charge. I did eventually reach RIC. 'but they denied being
him after passing many sentries. responsible for the arrest and
Yes, he knew of the arrest of the torture of the _deqeased.
brothers Loughnane, that they had Later Requiem Mass was offered
been taken to the Castle at and to acrowded church Fr. Nagle

Drimhassna, that they had escaped told of the arrest of the brothers
ke i % and of the tortures they had

go home to see mother. I could ge

circumstances by the Black and
Tans in 1920.

The late Sister Patricia who had
a distinguished career as a teacher
and trainer of teachers was bom in
Shanaglish in 1895 and was one of
ten children. She attended Lough
Cutra national school as a child
and won a King’s scholarship to
Our Lady of Mercy Training
College Carysfort in 1913. For two
years from 1913 she taught at the
Convent of Mercy girls primary
school in Galway City and from
1917 to 1922 she was assistant
teacher at Curraghbeg national
school, Currandulla. She entered
the Order of Our Lady of Apostles

the Ldugl'mane atrocity in which

he recalled that Pat Loughnane
took a prominent part, and was
known and esteemed throughout
South Galway and Clare; was
President of the Sinn Fein Club, a
fearless soldier of the LR.A,
Beagh GAA full-back, he deeply
regretted he took no part in the
1916 struggle,
member of the ULL. ‘It grieves
me to think that we stood by

being then a -

in 1922 and was attached to the
Mother House in Lyons, France in
1927. The same year she went to
the Gold Coast, now Ghana, where
the Order were administering four
primary  schools and helped
establish a training college for girls
which is still flourishing.

Because of health problems she
returned to the Cork house of the
Order in 1931 and until 1938 was
in charge of Ardfoyle private
school. That year she was elected
Provincial of the Order and served
for six years. 5

She was re-elected for another
term and until 1956 served as
Provincial Councillor. She then
‘became Superior of the convent at
Rostrevor, County Down and from’
1963 to 1969 was Superior of the
Convent at Leigh, Lancashire and

from that year until 1979
performed  offiee  work at
Castlemacgarrett until her

retirement late in 1979. Her
funeral was to the Community
Cemetery, Ardfoyle Convent,
Ballintemple, Cork, after
concelebrated Requiem Mass.

A LAMENT

Patrick and Harry
Loughnane
murdered by Black & Tans
26th November, 1920

When shall we know, dear boys
The horrors of that night

- You gave your souls to God
For Ireland’s right?

whilst others suffered, butiflonly _ Yes who shall zell the fale i



searcnmg 10 ucH anu uidi ne
would very much like to know
where they were. The villain.

MOTHER’S HOPES

I cycled to the Railway Station,
got the train to Gort and reached
Shanaglish. Mother was
hopeful and rumours of their
death had not teached her.

Later that evening, Michael

Loughnane, a.young ‘man who

worked on the roads, called to
know if there was any news. On
hearing there was none, he went to
search. Next day, Sunday, no
further - news, only rumours
whispered. In the afternoon I saw
Jack Halloran of Gilroe come
slowly from the church and
hesitate about coming in. I went
out and to make it easy for him I
asked him if the bodies had been
found. He was relieved as he did
not know how to tell us the awful
truth. Then he told how Michael
Loughnane had asked him that
morning to accompany him after
Mass to a certain place which he
had seen in a dream and to a pond

‘there in which he had seen the
‘bodies lie. He thought grief had

affected Michael’s mind but he
went with him, The latter led him

still

‘

Black and Tans. He wept and the
congregation wept. ;

The coffins were carried from
the church to the cemetery on the
shoulders of young men and the
burial service was not disturbed.

Next: morning December 8th

after Mass at Shanaglish, Fr. Nagle

took me to Gort to attend a
military inquiry into the arrest and
death of my brothers. Fr. Nagle
wanted to give evidence of what he
had seen but he was not allowed.
The result of that inquiry was not
published.

My mother and sister now
agreed that I should employ a
substitute and stay at home with
mother  for three months. My
school manager agreed to this.

At this time my brother, Hugh,
was working in Manchester, and
we had to beg him for his mother’s
sake to stay there until times were

_péaceful and the teror over.

Tim Halloran of Gilroe helped
us with the farm work, and the
fact that mother had to look after
affairs prevented her brooding over,
her troubles.

On Monday, December 13

_Michael Healy and I had another

straight to the pond at Umbriste,”

not far from Sheehan’s Cross and
there they saw the two bodies.

What happened then is told
elsewhere.
KINVARA FUNERAL

In spite of the stark reality my
heart was full of gratitude to God

for showing us where the bodies

were so ‘that they might get a

Christian burial. I asked Fr. Nagle,

sad but glorious mission ‘to
accomplish. We cycled to Unbriste
where the bodies had been hidden
in the pond. At the opposite side
of the road, inside the wall, was
the spot where the Black and Tans
tried to burn the bodies beyond
recognition. We collected carefully
the pieces of flesh and scraps of
clothing and brought them home:
to bury them in consecrated
ground. >

w:hat a ma:tytdom Ireland has
‘had!

Padran Fahy, teadxer
historian also compiled a record of

DV AV AVGMOU GRS VL WAV LIOLIS,

and what Sinn Fein stood for, I
too, would do_my part’, he often
declared to the writer.

He was a well known figure in
GAA circles, and shone out
prominently in the seven-a-side
contests; he invarably played
full-back where he was a tower of

strength and was the one hurlerin

all Galway that the giant hurler
Gibbons of Ballinderreen could
not tackle.

Harry was the Beagh goaleeper
and secretary of the local Sinn
Fein Club. Although he stood six
foot two and a half inches in
height, yet beside his brother, Pat,
he was but a mere stripling. He was
not yet twenty-two years, and was
of a gentle retiring disposition. His
ambition was to be a teacher, but,
his health breaking down, he
rejoined his brother at farming. He
was" very religious; he helped his
mother in’the kitchen after the
days’s toil, and his leisure hours
were spent in reading and in

‘playing with children.

Uy e grunu viory
You snatched from hellish hosts
To make us fre?

Who'll tell us what you said
And how you prayed‘and bore
The awful pangs that pierced
Your sad hearts’ core?

Did angels weep to see
The bitter cup of woe
Presented to your lips
By Erin’s foe?

Did Mary by you stand !
That wicked, dreadful night
And pour into your souls
Heaven’s purest light?

Those queries of our hearts
To God and you are known
But sure we are, you died
To save your own

Your names to us, dear boys
Are treasures everymore

A light, a joy, a flame
Within our shore.

Rev. Maurice Slattery,
S.M.A

an& &

" Ben Naughton

welcomes you to

7’6!- LING

g}

By train or car the ASHLING is the most
convenient. There is a )
.and we are still unbeatable value.

Large new car park in hote/ grounds. Snack grill
room open 7.30 a.m.’ to 10 p.m. ¥ you wanti
something really special please order in advance.
— and you’ll be well looked after at the
ASHLING — —Phone 77-2324

: KINGSBRIDGE DUBLIN 8.

t western walcome. ;



