NUNS falsified the deaths
of Irish babies Dbefore
seiling them to parents m
the USA, Ths Irish &
Daily Star can

ravesl, :

But the shocking

HSE repori inio two
mother and baby # e
homes is being "ignored” by the
Government, according to former
HSE chief Phil Garland (inset).

2 SEE PAGES 485




4 THE JRISH DALY STAR, Monday November 14 2018

i i
A SHOCKING report that
found nuns working in mother
and baby homes falsified
infant deaths before salling
the babies in the US was
ignored by the Government, a
former HSE chief has claimed.

Pormer HSE Children and Family
SBervices assistant director Phi]
Garland says the explosive 2012
report was passed to then Minister
for Children Frances Fitzgerald and
Health Minister James Reilly — put
despite recommendations for a State
inguiry, no action appears to have
been taken,

Breaking his silence for the first
time on the reports he helped compile,
Mr Garland told The Star: “The HSE
and the Government weren't inter-
ested, And they stil] aren’s,”

L LT ‘

The sensational “draft reporis” sur-
round- both Besshorough institution
in Ce Cork and Sacred Heart Mother-
and Baby facility in Tuam, Co Galway
and reveal claims that:

* Irish parents were told their
babies were dead before the tots were
sold fo desperate American couples
for cash;

* The Church was defrauding the
Government, woemen and adoeptive
parents of cash;

* Doctors, social workers and work-
ers who helped ‘traffic’ children are
still employed in HSE;

* Bishops sent written requests for
babies to be made available for
adoption;

* Over 1,800 records were unrearthed
by civil servants, in cluding letters and
Bhotographs;

* HEE chiefs believe actions URCGY-
ered “could be eriminal®,

Speaking to The Star this week, Mr
Garland said: “T know this informa-
tion went to the very top of the HSE
and to the then Minister for Children
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" assistant director ¢ : ; 1 o D s Y
of Children and . - ERTEE iR Y i e s OPHIAS
Family Services ' : L : : ' -
with the HSE and
(inset) briefing
paper on the .«
HSE report sen .
to My Garland
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* Doctors, social workers and work.
ers who helped ‘traffic children are
still employed in HSE:

* Bishops sent written requests for
babies tg he made availahle for
adoption;

* Over 1,800 records were unearthed

¥ Civil servants, including letters and
Photographs;

* HSE chiefy believe actions uncov-
ered “conld be Criminal”,

Spea-king to The Stor this week, Mr
Garland saig: *1 know this informa-

Just weren’t interested.

“We wanted this to go mich, mich
z’tuhrth’er. It didn't and 7 don’t know
W

The allegationg transpired after the
discovery of g “large archive” of files
by a HSER worker in (Cp Galway in
2012,

tation, pointed to bossible criminal
activity operating in institutions dur-
ing the 19405, 503 and 60sg.
Concerms |

The evidence ancovered wag go
Strong it led HSE Chief Dr Daclan
McKeown 10 warn: “This may prove
te be a scandal that dwarts other(s)”

Two “draft” Teports on “deep cop.

Consultant Public Health Physician, dence of trafficlking babies, that it the Co Cork home.

They included recommendations for must have been facilitateq by doctors, Death records over 5 19-year period nation of evidence may point to babieg “During this time parents were
a Stafeinqm’ry to then Health Minister social workers, ete, And a number of showed that g quarter of ail bahies being identified for adoption, princi- charged with the upkeep of their chil- -
James Beilfy. these health professionals may still born at the institution were recorded pally to the USA, but has bean

The documents include an email be working in the system. as having died. Within the firgt 19 recorded as infant deaths in Irelangd
Sent on October 13, 2612, by Dy "It i imporiant to send thig up to months of their life, and  notified g the  parentsg upkeep of the same baby.

McKeown to Mr Garland and another +the Minister as sopan : accordingly. “Babies were cifered for adoption

HSE colleagye. 25 possible; With 4 ¢ Py : rh y : 'm ;r" “This would have from the Bessborough ™ apg Tuam
A social %wrker trying to “piece Viev%r to an inter. P a'raents Were Charged Ith been pessible before homes at up to three years nf age. The
together” the information, whioh departmental com._

. . . 1y 3 the infrod iction of trauma invalved in this is revealed in
inclided photographs and docu- mifiee and a fully the upkeep Of thelr Chi}d?em A;IE ion fomio i

eplion legisiation. an archive of photographs of children
ments, had collated a database of “up fledged, fully

. However, it wili take & who were sent for adeption to the
tt}f?,ﬂﬂé}dn?in}es”. uld deats ; resourced forensic : bULt j.t &pp@&l‘s HOW th&t © moere detailed sgzdyhof usar
¢ added he wo Yafi an “early inyagti ation and - T . Practices and the

Wwarning” letter for the aftention of gigte inguiry.” : &d@ptlve p&?@ﬂts were &ESO 2ccounting jp %9@@@@ _
Philip CMWI'W’I the HSE'S Nationaj On the same day a h f th . k f Eess;a oreugh before tﬁé;ﬁ“?ﬁi‘;gg&és Io? Eggéeorﬁl ﬂfneiif%?gf{
Director Quality im Tovement, meoye detajled - . -~ this theory is roven or 3 : : :
“suggesting that this ,g,rmei3 all the way gcceount of the N C &Pged Of e up eep O djsprgven:}; b to historie patient safety,_ medical
up to the Ministor”, - CORCerns raised im ‘the g ame b&b ? N ' The documents algsn care, accounting uregularities ang

The email goes on: “This may prove the records was again sent vig _ y - touched upon evidence of simi. possible interference With birth and
t0 be a secandal that dwarfy other, emajl o HOEE Assistans Nationaf : ’ i lar — and more Seripus — prae.  death C_ertlfw,atﬂ?n, which requires
mere recent issues with the Church  Diveetor D Davida De Ia Harpe and However, Dy MeEeown said evi. tices taking place in Tuam. . f‘}}”th‘?r investigation
and State, becauge of the very ema- Mr Garlang. €0Cs Was pointing fo the belief that  *rp common  with Bessborough Children, if not the mothers who .
tivs_ sensitivities around adoption of ~ 1n this paper, labellad “sirictly con- pntil the introduction of adoption there i3 some evidence of coercion in passed through thege Systems, are

babies, with or withoyt the wiii of the fidential”, Dy MeReown said (hat legislation in 1950,  nung in that women were forced to stay in the Ukely 1o still be alive and at the very
mother,

) ‘ there ware seripus concerns sur- Besshorough were falséiy recording - home with their bables unti] wal] past leastany knowledge of their histories
“A concern is that, if there is ovi- rounding the infant mortality rate in. baby deaths, the point that they were fit” for should be fully mvestigated and made

“It has been mooted that this combi. discharge.

parents were algg charged for the
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lreland, Select Cathotic Birth and Baptism Registers, 1763-1817 for Patritius Smyth

1763-1917
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From the Office of Oider Person Services Mayo / Roscommon
Community Healthcare West

St. Miary’'s Headquarters,

Castlebar,

Co. Mayo.

Feidhmeannacht na Seirbhise Sldinte
Health Service Executive

29 October 2019

Private & Confidential
Ms Carmel Larkin

Re: Reguest for Access to Records of Winifred Smyth, deceased
Late of Breaffy, Ballina, Co Mayo

Dear Ms Larkin

| acknowledge receipt of copy of your baptism certificate and public services card as proof of identity in
your request to access your late mothers, Winifred Smyth records held in the Sacred Heart Hospital,
Castlebar, Co Mayo.

The following information highlighted in bold is also required in order to process your request:
The provisions of the Freedom of Information Act 2014 (Section 37(8)(b) and Statutory Regulation S
No.218/2016, deal with the administration of requests for the release of the personal records of deceased

persons. The Regulations provide that notwithstanding Section 37(8){b), a request in relation to personal
records of a deceased individual may be granted where:-

(a) the requester belongs to one of the following classes:

{i) a personal representative of the (deceased) individual acting in due course of administration of
the individual’s estate or any person acting with the consent of a personal representative so
acting,

(i) a person on whom a function is conferred by law in relation to the individual or his or her estate

acting in the course of the performance of the function, or
(b) the requester is the spouse or the next of kin of the individual and, in the opinion of the head, having
regard to all the circumstances, the public interest, including the public interest in the confidentiality of
personal information , would o balance be better served by granting than by refusing to grant the
request,

The Regulation defines the next of kin as

(a) issue,




(b) parent,

(c) brother or sister

(d) a niece or nephew, or

(¢) any other person standing nearest in blood relationship to the individual in accordance with section

71(2) of the Succession Act, 1965.

1 would be grateful if you would clarify under which of the above classes you are applying for access to
the late Ms Winifred Smyth’s records.

(f you are applying under class (a) (i) above, you should provide the original or Probate office copy of the
Grant of Probate or Administration and evidence of identity to confirm that you are the person named in
the Grant or written consent that you are acting on behalf of the personal representative.

If you are applying under class (a) (i) above, you should provide the official copy of the court order where
applicable, evidence of identity to confirm that you are the person appointed by the court order or
authorised by the Statute.

If you are applying under class {b), spouse or next of kin, please provide an affidavit stating the
relationship to the deceased up to the date of her death and exhibiting the necessary State Death
Certificate. | would also be obliged if you would inform me of any public interest factors you wish me to

consider that may be in favour of releasing the records to you.

| also request clarification as to the purpose for which the records are required so that | can determine if
the request comes within the scope of the Regulations.

Once | receive this information, | will process your request.

Yours sincerely,

ay0 ROSCONIM




From the Office of Older Person Services Mayo / Roscommon
Community Healthcare West

St. Mary's Headquarters,

Castiebar,

Co, Mayo.

. ) bl G4 TR (094) 9042437/9042436
Feidhmeannacht na Seirbhise Sldinte et 2437 1 2436

Health Service Executive

30 September 2019

Private & Confidential
Ms Carmel Larkin

13 Cricket Court
Dunmore

Tuam

Co Galway

Re: Reguest for Access to Records of Winifred Smyth, deceased
Late of Breaffy, Ballina, Co Mavo

Dear Ms Larkin

I refer to your letter dated 10 September 2019 addressed to me, wherein you request access on to your
late mothers, Winifred Smyth records held in the Sacred Heart Hospital, Castlebar, Co Mayo. Your
correspondence will be processed under the Freedom of information Act, 2014 as it relates to the records

of a deceased person.

The provisions of the Freedom of Information Act 2014 (Section 37(8){b) and Statutory Regulation Si
N0.218/2016, deal with the administration of requests for the release of the personal records of deceased
persons. The Regulations provide that notwithstanding Section 37{8}{b), a request in relation to personal
records of a deceased individual may be granted where:-

(a} the requester belongs to one of the following classes:

{i) a personal representative of the {deceased) individual acting in due course of administration of
the individual’s estate or any person acting with the consent of a personal representative so
acting,

(i} a person on whom a function is conferred by law in relation to the individual or his or her estate

acting in the course of the performance of the function, or

{b) the requester is the spouse or the next of kin of the individua! and, in the opinion of the head, having
regard to all the circumstances, the public interest, including the public interest in the confidentiality of
personal information , would on balance be better served by granting than by refusing to grant the
request.

The Regulation defines the next of kin as

{a) issue,
(b) parent,




Dear Minister Zappone
t had a meeting with Colette Daley and Ann to be told my file is now closed.
The information they gave me make it no easier for me to get closer on my mother.

They gave me two places she is buried with no proof, what | found very upsetting that 1 still not abis
1o place some flowers on her grave,

Thanking you

Carmel Larkin




Register 61
Winifred Carmel Smith
DOB I Go in tuam Home

I
Discharged JEE

Vother:
Mother in Home- aged 38 years
Occupation: Housework

Discharged

Register 63
Winifred Smith

]

BM Admitted to Tuam Home
Mother in this home
Register 33

Winifred Smith BM admitted _

Maternity Register

Page 14

BM Winifred Smith

Ballina

Forceps Delivery on t 8pm
Baby delivered by doctor

Female- Full term weighing 71bs

Date Discharged

Normal State of Health on discharge with BM

Adoption & Tracing







R

§2 Sem Pﬁgﬂ ¢ w  PLEASE NOYE TEAT AL COPES ON THI pAGE SHOULD BE: CERYIFIED AT FOOT) 04 ‘]07244

Mmcm‘ itheora Bagizseach } ‘&M%ﬂ ..A.&.Gemuan%ﬁ;ﬁ},....A....-ﬁgﬁ%%gﬂgmw

{Superintendent Registrar's District)
& Bhse s Clieiods ; é,.;w - 4 gleantar sn Chlizeitheors Maoisseachta
& [Deschs Regitered i he sy of} }iﬁd""‘"_""" ool 2 Siprintondens Reghuncn Do 01'}} ,%w“

i glany
{}nﬂ g}e C::ﬂy aofy }-..M%ﬂﬁ_‘ i i

Uiehis | Dita 1 Toneg e apn Soinon | Qo | S, fhons | (cirshiing} :(Z:mmg% *

SH Bheathy
(Mo} Jﬁss {Name and Sumame) &‘i;um i ad (A {Raak, Profusks ages fad thoni . Chlinitegrs
e ot e of Bt} oy St Fibers bl ‘mi - (mwr

. i & ) L S G & ___ﬁ_mﬂ___.m_ S I S

S T o ; S| 6 Donde | Yearo | e g bl 9P
T e 'Rii% e wern | &i{@d,, MMWQ% .

S T Uhiched e g Sendidiy | 0 Whdpns fertill | f R
e i ﬁ...g-»g.z Grody . Bedder | §5 | Lo | j:a I A Y iy .S
B Hepulad b ew Chfodd _ | lmded dopset| | i S
! lglt‘i%"..._ &\hl‘ﬁfﬂ‘);&g PR

Sughten-U Ubaory ey sl
ool | 0 Uilhy| 3 i) 1 oot e | [ [ e,
Mopdad —|op L o beasn Clifos | Updod Hoptis |

LG T T T e e 2 B
I R ¥ Ui Finira Gl " ot Tikll| o, | F
SR T m S 2 Agpnts | 52 caughls, | Bunpliyaonn i/fwaf:w _ Wf{%ﬂi‘_ £

. P Lhpdol ohuled| | I S
S L <~ W N I 7 D e e
S 17 7 L bl B A o Pt | G Ml g“*"’“““’ o= =

dgj EMW - S (&gm N "
N {ia.g% ™ att‘m&nf'a:‘&. ' i ’ ‘ W d:"— 7_;,, ‘
1.8 . @JMMJ P .
R e B b L ety [t e et T T
. , 136 pnlh ch W Reddeder | 20 q;ﬁ }31% _ é’iofu a:;ﬁ._»?uf?l:(n—\éﬁ_ AR R

T""“ﬁ“'“ w8 Y20 A S |

__...A,,,_.w,,,;, | . Goallebe | | h | I 0 - S ot ¢ A Y Y - _._{llgwm} %%m%m_
|9.}‘..k..<. 0%
SR T =W e R B X o rapy VPN

B B -« Y N | N M,@@ﬁ hefpe o Bitas R R

S i A 5 o = i
bl 2 P ey

— b f. SR A A RO N J%eesve;fa_fi@fg:ﬁuw& , ‘5

% el : : iy (o Cnosasfile || s

—— B oot ol wemad | o Fecinstas) Chak Dguny | o O Seblabag T/ 1

T el ke | U St

hadk Sefecrion g SAY . S N N
_|Tufhe Geviclst m&g;:mé}_w by | gt F

3
:
~&
3
-

i
{

3
g
{
g :
3
m;um!oq o Fou
H

|
[
i
|

L J— 4
SR T SV S ey ——
S SR I~
| J——
I | o
ko

Clirajtheoir na mBreith mBlt i gen P o
3 R‘:f% -~ *Regiserar ﬁfn;ﬁrths and mm the E)umct;.;‘r} &g% Na L SV Y l -

e Snpevintendent
i glontae Mp(mm%mhar
mﬂse(}vunzyof N{& - dahmigy &uuxmmmdtkeﬁlac@maﬂm&mm

———— $m°?“.;;“&w§‘;;§,‘§.‘?;,%mmmn;} 1?)«7{17 }/ﬂ mmwdh%&ﬁ}jﬂ%

: '!\eﬁm&’mmxmhm} ?’g i;eage /h/ﬁl/ o

Domdahsmchdqpmthmxgﬂmpm !cﬂaxz

1 bave hmmpmdzxw
mde}

{mﬂmﬁd@dﬂ- Bk ¥2d, m




Tuam Home Register Entries

Winifred Maternity Bock 4
Winifred Sm
Discharged

with mother

Winifred indoor Admission & Discharge Book 8

Winifred Smyth

Winifred Carmel Admission Book 9

Winifred -~ Admission I Vi ifred Smith

Winifred Carmel Admission IS mith, Winifred Carmel

Winifred Admission & Discharge Book 8
I inifred Smyth I
Winifred Carmei Admission & Discharge Book 8

I inifred Carmel [Ji8oarded Out

Winifred % Yearly Mother’s Returns INIGEGEGINGN
Winifred Smith -

Winifred % Yearly Mother's Returns

winifred Smyth ||| I

Winifred c3 Monthly Returns Children{ij | | | |l
Winifred Carmel Smith [ o ded Out

Winifred Carmel % Yearly Children’s Returns
Winifred Carmel Smith,
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Winifred Carmel

Winifred Carmel

Winifred Carmel

Winifred Carmel

Winifred Carmel

Winifred Carmel

Winifred Carmel

Page 2 of 2

% Yearly Children’s Returns _

Winifred Carmei

% Yearly Children’s Returns [ININNINEEEN

Winifred Carmei,

|

% Yearly Chitdren’s Returns || | | | NGz

Winifred Carmel,
Mother discharged

¥ Yearly Children’s Returns_

Winifred Carmel

l.

% Yearly Children’s Returns NN

winifred Carmel, || |Gz

% Yearly Children’s Returns (GGG

Winifred Carme!

|.

% Yearly Children’s Returns_

Winifred Carmel

(wrong age)




Diocese of Killala

Certificate of Baptism

Parish of Kilmoremoy

[t appears from the register of Baptisms of the above parish that

@aﬂyw\wﬁ&gﬂ’*«mw
| .

..........................................................................................................................

Son/daughter of

onthe . ...

the sponsors being ;

by the Rev,

Record of Confirmation
-/.ﬂ-’
/
Record of Marriage......cooovcconveene, / .................................................................

Given this.................|

Parish Priest,
Parish Office, The Pastoral Centre,
Ballina, Co. Mayo.






